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CHAPTER XxxxI. 


A MuTuAL CONFESSION. 


FRED ERIC now grew vilibly 


better, and in a few days after his 
recovery, as it were from the arms of 
death, he was enabled to go * as 


Beloved with he utmoſt enced > 
Clareville and his amiable Louiſa, his 


calling upon them in St. Alban 8- Street, 


was a circumſtance that gave them the 
VOL. 11. e greateſt 
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reateſt pleaſure, becauſe they now had 
-eaſon to conclude he was perfectly out 
of danger. 

* Yet though he was fully reſtored to 
health, he had loſt a great part of thoſe 
ſpirits he once poſſeſſed; but in their 
ſtead a ſoftneſs tinctured with melancholy 
remained irreſiſtibly intereſting. 

The next viſit was to Lord Clareville's 
Lady Clareville and her daughters 
had been out ſome time for an airing, 
and were ſhortly expected; Frederick 
ſaid he would wait their return, and was 
accordingly ſhewn up to the drawing- 
room—vith a hope and with of ſeeing 
Miſs Oſmond, he waited with anxious 
1 n 515 

Ignorant of his being * houſe. ſhe 
- was induced to amuſe herſelf at the harp- 
fichord; and opening the door of the 
muſi room, which joined the drawing- 
room, ſhe went in and began playing 
; 589885 air in the Heireſs, for ſince it had 
4 been 


2 
«> 
wed 
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been ſo much praiſed by Arley, it had 
become her greateſt favourite, and ſerved 
the double purpoſe of amuſing her mind 
and ſoothing her troubled breaſt for the 
ſafety of one who had given ſuch proof 
of his eſteem—enraptured with delight 
and knowing it could be no one ſave his 
beloved, he ſtole with a tip-toe tread into 
the room, and placed himſelf behind her 
chair—ſtill ſhe kept playing on ignorant 
of Frederick's being ſo near, after ſhe 
had finiſhed, in a tone of rapture he ex- 
claimed — ; 1 

« By Heavens! it is too much.“ 

Surpriſed at hearing a voice ſo near 
ber, ſhe turned quick round, and cried 
out with a voice of aſtoniſhment— 

« Go Heavens! Mr. Arley, (ber 
«face died with crimſon) I am glad to- 
« ſee you ſo well.” ; 

He thanked her for her cn, 
tions, but he had ſomething nearer his 
heart; and this was an opportunity ſo 
B 2 diffi cul 
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difficult to attain, it was not to be loſt; 
therefore, with a look fully expreſſive of 
the ſincerity of his words 
Lovely Miſs Oſmond, (ſaid he) let 
< me not loſe this moment, but permit 
* me” to give utterance, to the pu- 
« reſt vows that ever mortal breathed.” 
And ſo ſaying he Eropped upon one of 
his knees. 

« Riſe, Mr. Aber, I intreat you to 
« riſe!” returned Miſs Oſmond with much 
confuſion. 

« Ah, how could the gentle boſom of 
« Miſs Oſmond, for a moment, harbour 
« the injurious ſuſpicion that Arley was 
& ſo loſt to the power of virtue, as 
« to be capable of offering her any inſult 
« when he preſumed to addreſsher ?—no 
« —far, very far, different were his in 
« tenſions. Or, why did ſhe refuſe a reply 
to his vows of ſincerity ? but I will for- 
« get that moment, the preſent is our's— 


0 a trifle not with my feelings; ; I love, 
I adore 


ARLEY. * 


t] adore you; my fortune I lay af your 
« feet; conſent but to be mine and my 
r future life ſhall be ſpent to make you 
* happy ; ſay but that you allow me to 
« hope, and I will be ſatisfied ; or if fome 
« more fortunate being has 
Recovered a little from her confufion, 
ſhe interrupted him, thoughina — 
tone of voice r | 
« Sir, I will be candid ; I ſcorn to a0 
« {ſo mean apart, as to trifle on a ſubje& 
* fo ſerious as the preſent—1 will de 
* open—were 1 in another ſituation 
« were I neither a dependant, nor the 
« daughter of Charity—then, then per- 
9 3 it is, however, I muſt not liſten 
« to you.“ 
* Ah, talk not 101 ; why were W 
« given but to procure me happineſs 
« -I have enough to ſatisfy any reaſon- 
« able ſtile of living, and more voulu 
« be ſuperfluous.” 


B Bus 


„ —— + — — gy — — 
* * 1 
1 


—— 


much better acquainted with the reality 


rapture. 


＋ ARLEY. 


But the world, Mr. Arley; will it 

* not cenſure, will it not look on you 

* with ſcorn for ſuch a degradation—T 

« muſt not bring contempt on you.” 
«Impoſſible ! the world, at leaſt every 

© one whoſe opinion is worth preſerving, 

« will applaud; but ſhould they not, 


« what is the opinion of the world to me? 
Am I to forego happineſs, becauſe they 


it are dead to the ſenſe of worth, and in- 
r ſenſible to merit ?” 

Oh, Mr. Arley!” replied the gentle 
maid, with a look which ſufficiently ex- 
plained every ſecret of the heart. 

My readers, at leaſt thoſe whoſe hearts 
are ſuſceptible of the tender paſſions, are 


of ſuch a look than I < can attempt to paint 
the ſemblance. 

«Then I may hope you will conſent,” 
ſaid he, claſping her in his arms with 


Having 


r 


Having proceeded thus far, it was no 


great difficulty to perſuade her to acknow- 
ledge be as not indifferent, and at laſt 
to draw from her a promiſe to return his 
affection; this point gained, he preſſed 
her not to delay the completion of his 


happineſs. 75 
Above thoſe little paltry arts of * 


of her ſex; above deceit, when ſhe had 


confeſſed her love, ſhe did not * to 
make unneceflary delays. | 
« But, Mr. Arley, ſaid ſhe, ere 1 give 
te my final conſent, ere I put it out of 
« my power to revoke, or you pul it out 
i «of your's to retraQ, it is fit you ſhould 
« know ſomething of the forlorn creature 
« you thus mean to honour with. your 


choice; and then ſhould your opittion | 


23 


« be unaltered, then 
28 You will make me the happielt of 

« men.” 
She ſaid no more; but went out of * 
room, and preſently returned with a 
| By - F 
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packet, that contained the events of lier 
life, which ſhe gave F rederipk for his 
_ peruſal. | 

Reſerve and Wenden baniſhed, they 
paſſed ſome minutes in a mutual ex- 
change of vows of fidelity—the cares of 
the world and all other thoughts, except 
the delightful ones of Love were baniſh'd 
— ſwift as lightning the moment's flew, 
until they were rouſed by a loud rap at 
the door, which announced the return of 
the family. 

After a parting embrace, with ſweet re- 
ludtance and modeſt confuſion given, 
and after extorting a promiſe to meet him 
inthe Park the next morning, Frederick 
perigitted the lovely maid toleave him. 
Lady Clareville, with Lord Walton 
and his ſiſters, almoſt mg <4 ene 

tered the drawing · room. 

* Good Heavens! Mr. Arley, (ex- 
4 claimed her Lady ſh ip) 1 proteſt I 


* * we had loſt * entirely. 
4 have 


4R LE F. 
a] have not been very well, oe no 
our hero. 

« Your wound is quite healed, I hope” 
added Lord Walton. 

« Wound, my Lord! (rejoined Lady 
« Clareville) what wound?“ 

Lady Matilda's eyes expreſſed ſurpriſe 
and concern. 

Why a fooliſh affair happened the 
« night Mr. Arley ſupped with me, which 
ended in a duel, the conſequence of 
© which were dangerous to Mr. Arley.” 

« I thought, (exclaimed Lady Clare- 
ville rather angry) Mr. Arley had been 
an avowed enemy to duelling.” | 

« I am indeed, my Lady, but the 
« modern acceptation of the word Honor, 
% makes it impoſſible to refufe a Chal- 
* Herige, . thout being ſubjetted to inſult 


9 by anded Vith the imputation of coward- 
* dice, aft Meſpifed by the e bed 
” mankind, 4 5 i — 


10 ere. 


* How ridiculous a notion—how im- 
pious that man ſhould dare to ruſh 
«-unbidden, unprepared into the pre- 
«ſence of the Almighty,” added Lady 
Clareville. 
Lord Walton yawned ; theſe old fa- 
ſhioned notions were in his mind the 
height of inſipidity; — The young ladies 
were not entertained with the ſubjett, 


and wiſhed to change it; and this they 


did moſt effeddually, by Lady Matilda's 
enquiring of Frederick when he ſaw his 
couſin Polly. Upon his replying that 
he had not ſeen her for a conſiderable 
time, ſhe propoſed amuſing themſelves 
till dinner time, by taking a ride into 
the City and paying her a viſit, for ſhe 
longed to ſee Miſs Arley again. 


Lord Walton and Lady Auguſta, eager- 


ly conſented to the propoſal, and Fre- 
derick, however unwilling go, did 


not reſuſe. 


Ihe carriage was immediately ordered, 
and they drove off for Mincing-Lane. 


. 


CHAPTER XXXII. 


A Ciry Vistr. 

Miss POLLY was at the window, 
and as ſoon as the carriage drew up to 
the door, ſhe inſtantly recogniſed the 
ladies, and flew to receive them. 

I proteſt ladies, I am monſtrous glad 
«to ſee you, walk up ſtairs if you pleaſe.” 

Miſs Arley was willing to ſhew her 
company into the beſt room; however, 5 
upon try ing che door, the found it to be : 
locked. : 

6 Oh, der s got the * tay his” 


9 ladics, while I fetch it.“ . 
B 6 Away 25 
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Away ſhe run, and preſently after- 
wards they heard the old man bawl out 
in a paſſion- — 

* What do you want the key for i ? only 
« to ſpoil the pogo: tell you, you 
« ſhan't have it.” 

But Father, they are great ladies of 
* faſhion.” 

« Ne'er the better forthat, I tell you— 
« you ſha'n't have it; ſhew them into the 
« parlour; an'tit good enough? I tell you, ; 
« you ſha'n't have it, Poll.“ 

« Law, father, 1 vow you are very 
8 provoking now.“ | 

« Get away, buſſey—no more of your 
« talking and chattering there.” | 

Lord Walton and the. ladies who 
heard this dialogue were ready to expire 
with laughter, nor could Fredegick, pre- 
ſerve his gravity, although highly dif. 
, concerted at the ſcene—a propoſal was 
made that they ſhould go and pay their 


reſpetis to the old gentleman, and down 
ſtairs 
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ſtairs they all went into his office ; 
upon entering, it their mirth was again 
excited, by beholding Miſs and her * 
ther abſolutely ſcrambling for the key. 

« I hope you are well Mr. Arley,” laid 
they, but he anſwered not a word; and 
Miſs having quitted him, he proceeded to 
amuſe himſelf at his deſk—willing to en- 
gage the old man in conyerſation, Lord 
Walton enquired the price of ſtocks, this 
effeQually rouſed him, he lifted his head 
up, and ſtaring with inexpreſſible aſto- 
niſhment on the ladies, exclaimed 

« What do you all come here for?“ 

te To enquire how you did.” 

Oh, as well as you wiſh, I dare ſay.” 

Finding him ſuch a churl, by way of 
playing with his ill humour, Lord Wal- 
ton took up a ſheet of paper, and be- 
gan tearing it in pieces 

« Eh! what are you doing that for 7 
« tearing my paper—ruin me—halt- 


penny gone plump” 


Scarce 


14 AR LE F. 
Scarce able to contain themſelves 
the ladies turned their heads aſide, and 
not ſeeining to hear him, Lord Wal- 
ton begged the favour of a ſheet of | 
paper and a pen | 

* What for? What for puts you 
«think I get it for nothing? no, no.“ 
Oh, this well do as well,” added Lord 
Walton, deliberately tearing a blank 
leaf out of an account book— _ = 
3:1 « What? tear my book, zounds, come 
«to ruin me! here Tom, Tom.” Bt 
Tom did not come, and the old man, 
ſweating with rage, locked all his papers 


up in his deſk. 
There, there, you ſhan't lay here 
«any longer.” Saying this, he walked 
to the door, put the key in, and ex- 
claimed | 
« Come out, or III lock you all * 
& elſe—out I ſay.” 
-The whole party now 1 out, 


5 and Frederick, whom his uncle had 
35 7 a 8 
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not ſeen till now, enquired how he 
- did. 1 
„Eh! what Frederick here, who are 
all thoſe taudry creatures! Eh! and 
« thatjackanapes, I ſuppoſe a Lord, or 
* ſome ſuch thing.” 

Frederick declared them to be derbe 
of faſhion, who honoured him with 
their friendſhip, and begged: to intro- 
duce them to his acquaintance by: 
name. 

Prevailed upon byt ble nephew, Mr. 
Arley paid his reſpects rather unwilling- 
ly to the ladies, but when he came to 
Lord Walton, he abſolutely refuſed to 
ſhake hands with him. 

Miſs, during the whole, appeared 
much provoked with her Father. _ 

The company proceded to the par- 
lour, and Lord Walton determined not 
to ſuffer Mr. Arley to be in a good hu-. 
mour, began admiring the pictures, and 

as: 
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as to dave a better view of them, he 
got up upon a chair. 
„What do you do that for? can't 
« you ſtand on the ground ?” 
Heedleſs of this ſpeech, he took down 
one of the prints, which was the moſt 
dirty, and in order to view it better, 
blew the duſt off it. 
„ Plague take you, un duſt my 
* cloaths, and blind me.“ 

Still regardleſs of him, he took every 
picture down one by one, and blew the 
duſt off them all, ſo that the whole room 
was full. 

1 wont fuffer it, I tell you? want to 
es ſtifle me, and ſpoil my cloaths.” 
_  - Aﬀeer having taken every one down, 
his Lordſhip ftepped deliberately on the 
ground, and going up to the old man, 
begged he would favor * with ſome 
_ wine and water. 
„Wine! Eh! no, no, give you was 
« ter, quite good enough.” 


„Thank 


*: - 
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„Thank you Sir,” replied. his Jord, 
ſhip, ringing the bell: a country lob. 
ing lad made his appearance. 

« Your maſter deſires you will fetch a a 
« bottle of wine. 

Ves Tom, a bottle of wide” ſaid Miſs. 

« All a lie,” cried Arley. 

But away run the boy, without had 
ing his maſter's commands, and return= 
ed with a bottle of wine. 

« I promiſe you, I will thraſh you 
« well, you raſcal; you ſhan't ſleep in a 
*« whole ſkin this night.“ 

The bottle was very dirty, and Lord 
Walton obſerving a clean napkin hang- 
ing up, wiped the duſt off with it. | 

« Hold: hold: do * think ſoap 
« coſts nothing.“ 

After drawing the cork, he flled A 
glaſs to each, the old man all the while 
ſcarce able to contain his rage ; and 


THe ſo exceedingly tormente. 
* W 


Miſs moſt highly delighted at being her 8 
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Frederick who had hitherto beheld the 
Aang of this farce with ſilence, thought 
it now time to put an end to it, and 
getting up, therefore, propoſed their re- 
turn, which being acceded to by the 
ladies, he bade his uncle adieu, and 
taking Lady Matilda's hand, led her to 
the carriage Lord Walton would have 
ſhaken hands with old Mr. Arley, but 
though pleaſed to get rid of them, he 
poſitively refuſed. Getting into the car- 
riage; they took leave of Miſs, promi- 
ſing it ſhould not be long before they 
would do . themſelves the pleaſure of 
calling again.—The ſurly humour of 
Mr. Arley, and Lord Walton's ſuc- 
ceſsful mode of teizing him, ſerved: to 
amuſe them until they arrived at Berk- 
ley- ſquare. | | 
As ſoon as politeneſs would permit, 
F rederick took leave of the Clareville 
family; they preſſed him very much to 
ſtay and dine with them, but he decli- 
yy ne 


ned, upon a plea of having particuld 
buſineſs, and leaving them, returned to 
Pall-mall; impatient to peruſe the packet 

Miſs Oſmond had given him, he imme- 
diately went into his own room, that 
he might not be diſturbed, and breaking 
it open, read as follows: 


CHAPTER XXXI1I, 


The HisTory of Miss OSMOND. 


x: A Year has not yet elapſed ſince 1 
* was neither a dependant, nor an ap- 
* pendage of nobility; yet it is not a 
« repining heart that diftates this, con- 
vinced of the wiſdom of Providence, 
e I murmur not at its decree; ſince 
when not the recompence of vice, 
« adverſity is the touchſtone of virtue. 

« Neither conſiderable nor obſcure was 
te my birth; my mother, (my father I do 
& not remember) lived in a genteel vil- 
« lage—with the utmoſt tenderneſs ſhe 


« educated me, the beſt maſters were em- 
% ployed 


60 


6 


Ar 
ployed to inſtrutt me in every lth 


and neceſſary accompliſhment—fond 


of me to exceſs, her whole time was 
engaged in forming my youthful mind 
to virtue, and h@ precepts are I hope 
too deeply engraven on my heart e ever 
to be eradicated. 

« In the higheſt ſtate of felicity that 
mortal on this ſide of eternity can en- 


« joy, I paſt my life till turned of the 


ſixteenth year. 


% My mother having one evening ſtaid 
out rather late, the dew began to fall 


ere ſhe returned home; a cold was 
the immediate conſequence, a fever 
enſued; and, oh! never ſhall my tears 
ceaſe to flow at the the heart rending 
recollection, ſhe died. 


Finding her end nigh, ſhe called 


me to her bedſide, and fixing her eyes 


in the moſt affectionate manner on my 
face; and wiping a tear that ſtrayed 


down her pallid cheek, ——* Oh, my 
© beloved 


c 


A © 
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' child, (ſaid ſhe) for wiſe pur- 
poſes, without doubt, Providence has 


called me from thee; I know your 


heart, my love, I know that it is in- 


clined to follow thy dictates of virtue; 


but your tender age—oh! my child, it 
will be neceſſary to exerciſe all your 


prudence—when I am gone you will 
be without a protector; it will then be 
neceſſary for you to be particularly 
cautious how you act, for many may 
ſeek your undoing—alas! I do not bid 
adieu to this world in perfect peace 
and reſignation, for oh, my child! 
wealth is not mine to bequeath you. 
From your father I have received a 
yearly allowance, which was but ſuf- 
ficient to maintain us, and educate you 
properly; the little 1 have been able 
to ſave, is in the hands of the worthy 
Mr. FoxsTzx — He will take you 
aſter my deceaſe into his houſe, will 

« write 


« yrite to your father, and inform 
of my death. | 


AR LE F. 


| © The allowance I enjoyed he will not 
« ſurely deny his daughter I feel my- 
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ſelf nearly ex ſted— In my arms 
once more ere I depart, let me fold 
thee, my child the Father of us all 
preſerve thee; he vill if thou ſtrayeſt 


not from his commands.“ 


« Theſe were the laſt words of my dy- 


ing parent, the very words, for too 


deeply are they rooted in my memory 
ever to be forgotten.” vey”? 


« After mymother's burial, I removed 
46 


to Mr. Forſter's; he was a gentleman 
benevolent in his nature, generous 


in his principles, but unfortunately for 


me, his wife was the very reverſe; vul- 


gar, haughty, and illiterate; ſhe took 


a diſlike to me from my firſt dane an 


inmate in his houſe. _ 
% With the tenderneſs of a pavers. 
Mr. Forſter ſoothed my grief for the 
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Woſs of my mother, and endeavoured, 
by the moſt gentle means to diſſipate 
my affliction; by degrees the lenient 
te hand of time, joined to his kind en- 
te deavours, reſtoreFhne to my wonted 
« repoſe, and not diſlagreeable my time 
% paſt away but this calm was but a 
« prelude to a ſtorm— Mr. Forſter was 
« taken ill—he died —on his death bed, 
« however, he recommended me to the 
c care of his wife, and charged her to 
« let me reſide with her till letters from 
my father were received. 
e Mrs. Forſter's behaviour to me, chan- 
« ged however, ſoon after her huſband's 
« death, —ſhe would employ me offices 
« rather degrading ; inſult me as being 
* an expence; and take every opportu- 
« nity to mention my obligations to her 
« in company;—much as her conduct 
« hurt me, neceſſity compelled me to 
« "endure it. | ' 


% Her 


turned from bis travels, I ſhall 


4 R £ E V. | 
a: Her only ſon about this ti 16, 


attempt a deſcription of him any far- 
ther than obſerving he was a complete 
compound of ignorance and inſolence ; 
happening 0 into the room juſt 


as he had finiſhed paying his reſpects 


to his mother, he turned to me, and 


after examining. me for ſome iime 
thro' a glaſs with a moſt inſolent air, 
aſked who I was. | 3 pg 
A Lap, William, aich I 55 20 


* thro' charity. 50 
Charity, umph, . he) well 55 
© that's very good of you ;—lhe is tole- 
rable pretty, and I dare * ſhe will 
not be ungrateful? ? 
« He had been but a very few 
« days in the houſe before he behaved .. 
c extremely rude, and took thoſe kind - *Þþ 
« of liberties with me, which! | 
&« confidered no leſs improper for 1 
« him to attempt, than for me 160 8 | 
vol. 11. 9 U 1 
| | Eg _ 
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r. The treatment I had recently 


experienced from Mrs, Forſter had j 


been exceedingly mortifying, but 1 
was now in a ſituation infinitely more 


diſtreſſing; from ing conſtantly 


ſubje to his licentious propoſals—nor 


could I look up to her for any redreſs, 
as this ſon was the idol of her foul, and 
I had too much reaſon to conclude ſhe 
thought with him, that virtue and po- 
verty never aſſociated together. 5 
„ The only chance 1 could perceive 
of my eſcaping this perſecution, was 
in his being too great a coxcomb to 
have any ſteadineſs in his diſpoſition, - 
and I had ſome hopes, that by ſtudi- 
ouſly avoiding him I ſhould give him 
offence, and that he would then quit 
me as undeſerving his further trouble; 
but in this I was deceived, for he 
followed me all day from room to 
room, nor was I ſcarcely ſafe from 
his company in my own. chamber. 


5 | cc After 
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After leading me this weariſome life 
for ſeveral days, being alone in the 
drawing-room, he proceeded to make 
me propoſals, and avow his abandon- 
ed deſign; in this, however, I ſtop- 
ped him, and truſting he was not en- 
tirely deaf to the power of reaſon and 
loſt to every ſenſe of virtue, I addrels- 
ed him as follows: | 
«Sir, permit me to ſay a few words, and 
pray indulgeme with your attention, vou 
are not a ſtranger that I wasleftasitwere, 

an orphan to the care of your deceaſ- 

ed father, by a perſon. whom he valued 


bY 
=I 


% 


and eſteemed ;—you know alſo, that 


your worthy parent, on his death bed, 
recommended me to the care and pro- 
tection of your mother, until I could 
get ſome knowledge of my abſent fa- 


ther—and will you, can you deſpiſe + 
the dying injunctions of your dying * 
parent, by taking every opportunity to 1 
inſult her who is friendleſs and without "MS 

C 2 C a * 
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a proteQtor—you think, perhaps, that 
© becauſe I am poor and no one to reſent 
© an injury, I am a proper obje& for 
© inſult — how unworthy are ſuch 
© thoughts of a man ?- you imagine, per- 
© haps, becauſe I am at preſent obliged 
© to live on the bounty of your mother, 
© I will accept of any thing that liſts me 
© from that ſituation; be content with 
knowing that you are miſtaken—early 
in life I imbibed the principles of vir- 
tue, and they teach me to ſhun every 
© fituation to which ſhe is not allied; 
© you cannot, will not, Sir, gain any 
advantage by thus diſtreſſing me; let 
me, therefore, intreat you to leave me 
© unnoticed.—I imagine not that I ſpeak 
© this lightly, or that you can alter my 
« refolution—it is impoſſible ; they are 
'< ſentiments rooted in my heart, which 
nothing but the ſhaft of death can era- 
dicate; be generous, then and con- 
tinue not to perſecute a poor unfriend- 

5 e 0 * 
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ed orphan, who, like the ſtricken deer, 


is avoided by all, and you ſhall have my 
* bleſſings, my prayers for your welfare 
and your happineſs. 5 
He heard me to the end patiently, 
« and then had the unfeeling audacity 
«to aſk me if I imagined he believed 
« me in earneſt,” 

«© I replied that doubtleſs 1 did.“ 

TFThen you are miſtaken, (ſaid he) for 
J know better; I am not ſuch a fool, 
Mils Oſmond, as not to know that 


you? 


© Inſulting wretch! no. Nothing 88 
« your hate and neglett will content or 


« pleaſe me. 


Ob, very well, very well, we ſhall 


ſee who will conquer * and upon 
«fp faying, he left the room. 
« The courage I had aſſumed! | was 


* now evaporated, and I burſt into tears Fr 
C 3 „How 


0 every woman has her price you ſhall 
have a carte Blanche ; will that aunt 
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Hou hard, I exclaimed, how griev- 


* ous it is, that becauſe I have no friend 
to protect me, I ſhould be thought a 
fit object for abandoned principles to 
make their ſport of. Oh, my deareſt 
mother, now it is I feel, now it is I 
have reaſon to deplore thy loſs.” 

« Unfit for any aſſociation J retired to 


- 


"e my own room, where I continued the 
< whole day diſregarded by every one, 
* after ſending word down on being ſum- 


« moned to dinner, that I was indiſpoſed 


and begged to be excuſed, Mrs. 
4 Forſter neither came herſelf, nor even 
4 ſent up to make any . about 
me any more. 


« Early at night I IR to reſt, but 


2 «ſleep fled from my pillow to weigh down 
the eyelids of the happy; about the 


« middle of the night, when afflittion 


4 o had ſtill kept me waking, I heard a 
©. noiſe upon the ſtairs; it alarmed me— — 
1 liſtened, and I heard the door of my 


4 rOoOm 


5 
8 


ce room unlock, and ſaw Mr. Forſter, at 
« the ſight of whom I ſcreamed.” 

- © *Tisentiely uſelels ſaid he, you may 
as well hold your tongue. ö 

Never! never! 


« And again I ſhrieked as loud as 1 


«© was able.” 

« Mighty fine ranting, but it wont do 
* here—you muſt deſcend from theſe 
heroles, and liſten.“ | 
© Never to commit an unworthy adion 
—begone this inſtant, or I'll alarm the 


family.” 


He ſtirred not, and I called for af. | 


« ſiſtance as loud as poſſible, and at the 
« fame time rang the bell at the bed's 
« head with all my force.” 


Hold your curſed noiſe, (aid he) | 


« and I'll be gone.“ | 
le was proceeding to denen ah 


« Mrs. Forſter at that moment entered 


«the room.“ 


PR = — — 
— ——— * * 5 a Jen — 1 
— . — — wedrodites moe Ge _ — —— ws . . py 
_—_— * * - 3 
9 — „ C — 
8 * 2 <ooerenss—odws = pa i | 
0 . « —— Ja; 9 „ — 2 — ah 4 2 
* Os — Re a 3 2 —.— „ 
. 


— — Wo . — - as — 
OM ON oo Ore een — 
23 edi 


92 AR DF. 


* There, madam, your ſon has had 


_ © the effrontery to invade my chamber. 
e requeſt your affiſtance to relieve ' mg 


from him now, and your injundtions 
* to deter him in future.” | 

* Impudent huſſey, ſaid ſhe, I dare 
© ſay you have been taking pains to ſe- 


_ © duce him here, and wanted to draw 


him into a ſnare.“ 

No Madam, replied 1, whatever 
may be my ſituation, I ſcorn as much 
as you, an action incompatable with 


© the virtues and delicacy of my ſex.” 


<Impudent baggage, added Mrs. 
s Forſter; to dare to put yourſelf upon 
an equality with me; but I know your 
© deſign and will, take care to prevent 


it. © Then taking her ſun of the arm, 


*« they left the room.” 
When they were” gone, I ende 
« jt unſaſe to remain any longer in bed, 


for thus encouraged by his mother, 1 
1 knew not but he might return, and 5 


« there - 


r 33 

« therefore aroſe and dreſſed myſelf — 
« I then debated what I ſhould do—I 
« ſaw myſelf in this houſe, ſubject to 
« every kind of inſult, from Mrs. F 
« ſter, and perſecution from her ſon. 
« knew not what might be the conſe- 
« quence of remaining, nor what ſtrata- 

n gems he might make uſe of to accom- 
« pliſh my ruin therefore took the 
« reſolution of leaving it, and this reſo- 
« Jution I determined to put in practice 
« at dawn of day. Fortunately for me, 
« heard nothing farther of them that 
« night, and being thus alone and un- 
« diſturbed, I ſecured a few things in 
« my pockets, and tied ſome trifles in a 
« handkerchief—theſe, with a few gui- 
« neas, and my mother and. father's 

„ pictures, ſet in gold, were all, ex- 
« cepting my cloaths, that I could claim 
« as my own. Aſter waiting with tedi- 
« ous expeQation, at length the morning 
came, and J had the fatisfaQtionto ſes 
C 5 i 
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« jt had the AppFarance of being a very 
« fine one.” 


* knelt down the laſt thing I did, 
to beg the protection of my Creator, 


A * and with a heart preſſed down vith the 
1 eight of affliion, I prepared to de- 
part. 
« It was difficult to get out of he 
** houſe unnoticed, on account of a 
large dog that lay in the hall, beſides 
before the front of the houſe were 
large iron rails, which 1 could not 
was get over; undiſmayed by the recollec- 
tion of theſe obſtacles, I went down 
«ſtairs as ſilently as poſſible, my beart 
'« heaving the whole time with fear and 
„ apprehenſions; fortunately the back 
*« parlour was not locked, I went in, 
«and found the windows were lightly 
„ ſecured by ſhutters, which Jundid, 
«and opened one of the windows.—It 
«was not far from the ground no] 
e e ap; _ © jumped 
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Ir 
6 jumped out, and ran along the grivel | 
« walk as faſt as poſſibleQ. 
When I came to the end of the 
ce « pleaſure grounds, I knew not which 
« way to take, as moſt likely to eſcape a 
« purſuit, ſhould any one take place 
©« I ſaw a common before me, and 
« thought that preferable to the public 
« road, until I ſhould. get to ſome diſ- 
« tance. Without knowing whether it 
« led, I proceeded acroſs it, reſolving 
« to truſt to chance. walked as faſt as 
« I was able, for the ſpace of two or 
« three hours, when being much fati- 
« oued, I luckily met with a ſhepherd's 
« boy, who direted me to the high 
* road, into which I conceived I might 
now venture—when I had got to it, 
« I'found myſelf fo exhauſted as to be 
« forced to reſt myſelf awhile on a ſtyle 
* near the road. When ſomewhat re- 
« covered from my fatigue, I continued 
_ « my journey along the road, in ex- 
C6 peQation 
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*« peQation of meeting with ſome ſtage. 
Coming up to.@ very reſpeRable Inn, 
*« I ſaw a man at the door, whom 1 
« aſked if he did not expect a coach to 
«« paſs ſhortly, he aſſured me there would 
« one ſtop. at that houſe in leſs than a 
** quarter of an hour, and: begged 1 
* would go in and wait till it came - the 
invitation was tao agreeable to refuſe ; 
L and upon a ſervant requeſting to know 
* if I would not have ſome breakfaſt, 
«7 had fome-coffee, and found myſelf 
«« much refreſhed when the ſtage came, 
F which very luckily for me, had a 
* vacant place, into which I got with a 
« joyful heart dhe paſſengers conſiſted 
« of a fat lady, a young one, and an 
„old gentleman— the luſty lady I ſoon 
found by her diſcourſe, vas mother 
* to the other—they were talking very 
_« fat when I entered the coach, nor did 
N / 1 8 * them.— The old 
9 | | gentle 
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ce genilermin ſat with his kat over "Ws 
face, ſeemingly faſt afteep. 

„We had not travelled very far 
c when the two ladies finiſhed their con- 


« yerſation, and both aſked me whither 


„ was going. was taken at a non- 
1% plus, being quite unprepared to anſwer 
5 their queſtion, but at length ſtam- 


_« mered out, n, the - 


© coach went.” 


Oh! to London, ſaid they in a 


breath, and then remained fome mo- 
© ments filent—I gueſſed by their looks 


« and manner, that ſome new queſtions 


, would be aſk d me, and therefore took 
advantage of their ſilence, to prepare 
« myſelf to anſwer them.— I was not 
« diſappointed they requeſted to know 
* to whom I might be going, —I an- 
© ſwered, to my relations,. The old La- 
« dy then hoped they were in good cir- 
« eumſtances ] replied neither in bad, 
| nor very good. F 
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I beg your pardon, Miſs; but I thought 
you might be going to ſeek out for 
employment, and if that had been the 
© caſe, I meant to offer you my aſſiſt- 
© ance. -. HET 
. was amazed at the kind offer, "EN x 
« conſidered i it a favourable event; look- 
« ed on the old lady in quite a different 
« light, and reſolved to open th her my 
« real ſituation. | 
. told her I'was 60 an /citphan, 
10 and bad no friend. that ſome particu- 
«. lar circumſtances had obliged me to 
« go to London, in order to ſeek an 
* employment, which I hoped * ob- 
2 tain. as 42 
I am glad, (replied the, old. lady) 
c that you have told me the real truth, 
as it will be in my power to ſerve you 
and you may depend on me. 
.« 1 thanked her with tears of 1 Joy, and 
40 felt my mind much relieved by her 
2 lind offer—our diſcourſe was now 
inter- 


6 


— 
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MM FER. ** = . a the coach 
at the Inn to breakfaſt, here we 
« alighted, N and after breakfaſting, the 
« two ladies went out of the room to- 
« gether, to adjuſt their dreſs, and left 


« the, old gentleman and myſelf alone. 


„He was a moſt diſagreeable old 
« man; his eyes were dark, and he had 


« a peculiar diſagreeable caſt with them. 


I had perceived him notice me before, 
« but when they left the room, he fixed 


« his eyes on me in ſuch a manner as 
« to_ cover me with confuſion. He 
L. viewed me from head to foot, with- 


« out ſpeaking one word, and conti- 
« nued to do ſo until the return, of the 


« ladies, which prevented him from 
« looking any longer at me, with, ſo 
ac much particularity. The coach be- 


« ing ready, we got into it again, and 
* proceeded on our journey; the old 
« gentleman as beſore, drew his hat over 
© his eyes, and ſeemed to compoſe him- 

« * ſelf 


* 


— 
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= beg your pardon, Mifs ; but! thought 


you might be going to ſeek out for 
employment, and if that had been the 
© caſe, I meant to offer you By aſſiſt- 
* ance... 0 2 
I was amazed at the kind alin; "ED 

« conſidered i it a favourable event; look- 


« eq on the old lady in quite a different 


* 
0 


light, and reſolved to open to ber my 


« real ſituation. 

. told her I was es an | orphan, 
00 and bad no friend. that ſome particu- 

oc lar circumſtances had obliged me to 


« go to London, in order to ſeek an 
1 employment, * which I hoped * ob- 
19% tain, as 2 

I am glad, (replied is. old. lady) 
c ; that you have told me the real truth, 
as it will be in my power to ſerve yoR 
| « and you may depend on me. 5 

«I thanked her with tears of joy, and 
« felt my mind much relieved. by her 
2 kind offer —our diſcourſe was now 


„ » ; 
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_« interrupted chi the arrival of the coach 
v at the Inn to. breakfaſt, here we 
00 alighted, and after breakfaſting, the 
« two ladies went out of the room to- 
« gether, to adjuſt their dreſs, and left 
« the, old gentleman and myſelf alone. 
„He was a moſt diſagreeable old 
3 man; his eyes were dark, and he had 
« a peculiar diſagreeable caſt with them. 
« I had perceived him notice me before, 
but when they left the room, he fixed 
« his eyes on me in ſuch a manner as 
« to_ cover me with confuſion.— He 
L. viewed me from head to foot, with- 
« out ſpeaking one word, and conti- 
« nued to do ſo until the return, of the 
« Jadies, which prevented him from 
7 looking any longer at me, with, ſo 
Oe much particularity. —The coach be- 
« ing ready, we got into it - again, and 
* proceeded on our journey; the old 
« gentleman as beſore, drew his hat over 
© his eyes, and ſeemed to compoſe him- 
« * ſelf 
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et ſelf to ſleep the ladies renewed their 
« converſation, and on hearing I bad 
never been in town, entertained me 
«with a hiſtory of all the celebrated 
« places there.; this took them up till 
« dinner time, and would bave employ- 
n ed them as long again, ſo pleaſed were 
« they with deſcanting on the favourite 

r of the metropolis. 
Very now and then the young la- 
* dy interrupted her mother in her nar- 
« rative, to tell me that at ſuch a place, 

« Lord Such- a- one ſpoke to her—at ano- 

ther place, Sir Such- a- one danced with 
„ hef—at' a third place, what compli- 
ments ſhe received on the nee of 


* her dreſs. 
- « Juſt-as dinner was finiſhed, the old 


"RI 4 ee went out of the room. 


What an old hunks that is, faid 
< Miſs, he ſpeaks not a word; the old 
„ curmudgeon, I wiſh he was out of * 


* coach. 


* To 


_ « T9 this the mother aſſented, and in- 
« deed I was not taken with the manner 
« nor looks of the old gentleman, and 
« could not help agreeing with thnem. 
« Preſeritly afterwards he entered, 1 
and told us the coach was ready; we 
« attended the ſummons, and he ſurpriſ- - 
« ed us, by handing the old lady and 
« Mifs in—this ſeemed an unuſual ſtretch 
« of politeneſs with him. When 1 was 
preparing to enter, he looked at me 
full in the face, and handing me into 
« the coach, left a paper in my hand— 
« Aſtoniſhed at his ſo doing, I was go- 
ing to return it, but a look from him, 
_ © made me reſolve to keep it. Hor ſome 
4 time I was dubious whether T'hoult 
examine its contents or not, but curio- 
i ſity overcame all my ſeruples, and af- 
te ter about an hour's travelling, T'took 
« it, as ff by accident, out of my pocket, 
on "that be on travellers —_— haveirid 


(ie « fufpl- | 
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e luſpicion, and read the following ex- 
e traordinary epiſtle.“ 
Inexperienced female, beware! go 
not with thoſe women, I know them 
and their connections, they will lead 
you to certain ruin the next int ve 
come to pretend illneſs, the ſooner 
© you quit them, the more your ſecu- 
© rity—[ will remain alſo, and explain 
my reaſons—have' confidence in me, 
ba you will not repent.” F 
„as abſolutely ſtruck with horror, 
«at reading the note, and I am ſure my 
* countenance expreſſed it. 
Having read it more than once or 
«twice over, 1 tore it, and three it out 
nk the ſtage window. I then debated 
with myſelf, whether I ſhould follow 
_ _ — advice contained in the paper or 
F *  - 4\not—it ſeem dictated by a perſon, 
b whole. mative. was to relieve me from 
ith, power of vice.—1 felt that I had 


, 


n reaſon to truſt, or ſuſpe& the one 
" more 
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«© more than the other; he might poſſi- 
a bly be meditating that ruin he pretend- 
«ed to viſh to reſcue me from; but 
« my heart whiſpered me, the note ori- 
e pinated in a love for virtue, and my 
« reſolution, was fixed to follow it ac- 
« cordingly.—-We ſtopped in about an 
«© hour afterwards, to change | horſes, 
« and drink tea.—I put my reſolution 
te into execution, and feigned a violent 
« head-ach. _ TRY 55 
« The ladies expreſſed much concern, 
« and were fo very aſſiduous about me, 
« that I was near being. perſuaded the 
*« old man at beſt muſt be deceived; yet 
_ « the ſuſpicions he had inſpired mie with, 
kept their aſcendancy, and I reſolved 
« to remain; when they found the coach 
« near ſetting off, and that 1 ſtill remained 
« jn the ſame complaint, they began toaſ- 
« ſure me that riding in a coach would 
* effeQuually cure the head ach, which 
* had only ariſen from fatigue.”  * 
7 ; * The 
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pe old gentleman who had not 


* ſpoken the whole journey, aſtoniſhed 
'* the ladies by giving his opinion; which 
«© was, that he had always heard motion 
\« very improper for a head - ach, and 
| _ © thought, if 1 could conveniently, I 
© had better remain where I was, till 
Z i 2 an to n _ 
= journey. 
il - ®. Ithank'd him hewiconidedbes which I 
= told him 1 intended to purſue. © 
1 . '« The ladies ſaid nota word, but their 
10 loolæs evidently betrayed their diſſatis- 
ii « —— — and eir 
diſpleaſure with the old gentleman. 

0 Nevertheleſs as the coachman would 

| ae, wait no longer, they were forced to 
ba 2 e mne town 
ith: "Whos they were gone, this o1a 
< gentleman relaxed from the ſeverity 
Es af behaviour he had aſſumed and his 
0 countenance ſoftened into a Heavenly 
og] ce * 


„» 
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« benignity——* Andwhither, my poor 
girl, art thou wandering! defenceleſs 
and alone? Art thou not afraid to truſt 
« thyſelf to the open ſea, where ſtorms 
may wreck thy little bark, and _ ; 
« may'{t periſh?” 5 
Ah, good Sir, did you bu ""_m 
© what had made me, you would pity 
and not condemn the ſteps J have taken.” 
© I do know, (replied he) as far as 
© you related to thoſe perſons in the 
coach, for although I appeared to be 
« aſleep; I was not fo; I was prepoſſeſſed 


_ © in your favour the moment you enter- 


© ed the coach, and beheld with concern 
your ſudden intimacy with thoſe wo- 
men, one of whom I know to be a 


e 
-_ 


common procureſs, who makes a prac- 


* tice of travelling about for the ſole © 
pupoſe of entrapping the innocent and 
unwary;. I ſaw you in danger and took 
that method to put you on your guard, 2 

and 5 am \ bappy I have ſucceeded.* - 
P” oa n 
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= J expreſſed the ſenſe I had of the 


c 


ſervice he had done me, which he 
aſſured me ſhould not end there; for 
as he found I was a ſtranger to the 
metropolis, friendleſs and unprotetted, 


he would endeavour to procure a ſuu- | 


ation for me. 


« With theſe aſſurances he Je PRONE a 


poſt-chaiſe, ſaying that he would put it 


out of the power of any one to inter- 


rupt our converſation ;—in this man- 
ner ve continued our journey to town, 
and which, from the mode of travel- 
ing laſted a very little while longer. 


« On our arrival he recommended 


me to the care of the landlady of the 
inn, to whom he was known, and 


wiſhing me a good night, ſaid he would | 
ſee me again the next day. | 


„ The ſenſations I experienced on 


retiring. to reſt, were various and di- 
ſtreſſing: for added to my forlorn 


ſituation the danger I had juſt eſcaped 
" made 


nn „„ 


« made a forcible impreſſion on me. 
« The old gentleman was -punQtual to 
« his word, and when he came, told me 
« he had fortunately ſucceeded, for his 
Daughter was in want of a com- 
« panion and an inſtructor for her 
« children, and would . me under 
« her proteCQtion' | 
« I was.overwhelmed with gratitude ' 
« for his kindneſs, and would have 
« thank'd him on my knees, but he fad 
« the pleaſing reflection of what he had ' 
« done, was a full and ample reward. 
« He took me with him in his chariot, 
« to the Weſt end of the town, where 
he ſtopped at an elegant. houſe in a 
« large Square. be 
„J was confuſed at the F v; 
„“ had to undergo, nor could I help 
« feeling it a kind of humiliation, but 
* muſtered up all my ſpirits a as well as I l! 
could. . 18 E 
wy We 
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« We paſſed by many s 


« eyed me very particularly, and I 
« thought with ſome contempt; never- 


« we were ſhewn up ſtairs into an elegant 


« drawing- room, we no ſooner entered 


« the room than a Lady reclining on a 


, ſopha, drefled in an elegant undreſs, 


« exclaim'd without moving=— 

© Oh, Father, is it you? do fit down; 
© what, you have brought the young wo- 
man you were ſpeaſting of? decent 


© enough;—young woman come here. 


I didasſhe bade me.” 

What can you do? 

MW: I told her TH PET | | 

© Aye, the cale now cb with all 


« all young women; have © educations 


fit for the daughters of a nobleman, 
_© without any fortune to maintain them; 
but you may do very well for me:. 


s Leuice ſhew the young woman the 


8 room 
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< room ſhe is to have; and when I ring 
«© the bell—what is your name?” 

Lavinia Oſmond.” 

© Oh, there again; Lavinia! what 
« buſineſs had you with ſuch a name? 
Molly or Betty would have done as 
well; but as Lſaid before, when I ring. 
© the bell you muſt come to me. 

] curtſied to her and my benefaQor, 
« whoſe countenance expreſſed con- 
ic cern, and retired, not quite pleaſed 
« with my reception by Mrs. Duncombe, 
« (the lady in whole ſervice I was now 
ce retained.) 

Lettice attended me to the room 
e allotted for thoſe who filled the depart - 
ment I had juſt ſucceeded to, and be- 
« gan telling me what T was to do; I 
« found my employment was to conſiſt in 
«© bearing Mrs. Duncombe's whims, and 
« ſuperintending the children withaut 
e curbing their ſpirits, or checking them 
1 in any manner whatever. . 
vol. It, * « Affen 
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„ After this information ſhe entered 

es into the hiſtory of the family, which 

* conſiſted beſides her maſter and miſtreſs . 
« of three children, two boys and a 
girl; mixing at the ſame time a ſuffi- 
« cient portion of ſcandal reſpeQing 
« her miſtreſs in the courſe of her nar- 
« ration. | 
« After I had undergone the torrent 
« of her diſcourſe for near an hour I 
« heard the bell ring; this was my ſum- 

. © mons, and I obeyedit. 

« Mrs. Duncombe was ſtill in the dreſs- 
« 1ng-room, and in the ſame attitude I 
« had firſt ſeen her.” 

Oh, young woman, I can't recollect 
your name.” 

I told her.” 

Aye, Lavinia; you muſt, play a few 
© tunes on the harpſichord, for I am 
very low ſpirited—you ſay you can 
£ Play, child I ſuppoſe not very well, 

47 6 nt 


N 
© but no matter; it will perhaps amuſe) me 
for the preſent.” 

„ ] replied ſhe was in the right, but 
« would ftrive to do my | beſt to pleaſe 
« her. 


* T fat down Sd played over ſeveral 
© ]eſſons—ſhe looked ſurpriſed, and I 


thought not very well pleaſed; .—þbid-_ 
« ding me leave off, ſhe told me to reach 


« her cloaths for dreſſing; I. did ſo, and 
« attended her till that, with her an im- 
cc portant concern, was  over—it laſting 


« near three hours. 
ce It was now fix o'clock, the hour of 


« dinner; to which ſhe went down, and 


« I retired to my room; aſter dinner the 
ce bell was rung, and I was ordered to 
«bring the children in I did ſo— 
« Mr. and Mrs. Duncombe were ſitting 
«by themſelves.” 
© What, my dear, (ſaid he) have you 


got another perſon in the room of Miſs 


* Lawſon ?' „ 
{ + N55 0 To 
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To this interrogation of her haf- 
te band's ſhe replied in the affirmative, 
© obſerving that I had been recommended 
e by her father. I obſerved that Mr. 
« Duncombe took very particular notice 
«of me all the while I was in the room, 
« but did not conſider it as any thing ex- 
«/traordinary at that time. 
In this houſe I found my life not very 
«comfortable; the» whims of the lady 
were many, and almoſt intolerable— 
the children rude, and ſuffered to do 
< as ny pleaſed, were my eternal tor. 
t Mr. Duncombe, on pretence oh ſhe 
ates the children, uſed often to come 
«into the nurſery when I was there. 
« placed to parental affettion his 
e coming atfirſt ; till one day the nurſery 
© maid being abſent, he began to praiſe 
e my perſon, and pay me a number of 
« fulſome compliments] replied as I 
* Sought; = he 3 not, but took 
; 1 ſeveral 
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« ſeveral opportunities to moleſt mg with 
« declaration of love, and at length 
« behaved abſolutely rude; I was con- 
« yinced now that it would be exceed- 
« ingly imprudent to remain in this fa- 
« mily any longer; I therefore told Mrs. 
« Duncombe that I found my health re- 
« quired me to leave her, and that if ſhe 
« had any friend in the country to whom 
« my ſervice would® be acceptable; her 
« recommendation would do me honour; 
« ſhe ſtared, but did not much oppole 
my going; however ſhe deigned to 
« to ſay if I was determined to leave her, 
« ſhe would write to a friend, deſired 
« me to wait till an anſwer came, and 
« ſhe could ſuit herſelf with ſome very 
« in my room. 5 
Mrs. Duncombe was foon aside | 
«and the lady's anſwer being a favorable 
one, I prepared to depart;—Mr. Dun- 
* combe eyed me with diſpleaſure, and 
* elke if nothing would perſuade 
10 U ; D 3 x F «ec me 
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% me to ſtay—I replied in the negative, 
* andthe next day I leſt their houſe, and 
* went to Mrs. Allerton, a widow lady, 
« who reſided at ſome diſtance in the 
country; here my life was more com- 
« fortable, and I paſſed ſome months in 
e perfect tranquility. g 

« While I reſided with Mrs. Allerton, 
Lady Clareville uſed frequently to viſit 
her; — did me the honour of her notice, 
«and expreſs a partiality towards me; 
« which being perceived by Mrs. Aller- 
« ton, ſhe perſuaded me by all means, 
« upon her Ladyſhip's expreſſing herſelf 
«to be in want of an attendant, to offer 
« my ſervice—upon her advice I did fo, 
«although I would much rather have re- 
« mained where I was:—Lady Clareville 
< inſtantly accepted of my offer; took 
„me home with her, and has treated 
« me with the greateſt indulgence ever 


* ſince. | f 
1 have c 
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« ] have now brought my Hiſtory 
« to the preſent period—I have ſuffered 
« ſyme misfortunes, and” perhaps may 
«live to endure more, yet Heaven J 
hope will endue me with fortitude to 
« bear them; and virtue deign to pour 
« her conſoling balſam over the miſeries 


« which- it wy Men's the Almighty to 


xc afflict me.“ 


ee In the preceding account I have 


© been more particular than I ſhould, 
« had I written it on purpoſe. for Mr. 


« Arley's peruſal; as ſome paſſages I 


te might in that caſe have ſuſpended from 
« delicacy, and others, to avoid ſuſpicion 
« of vanity; but confident that he has 
ce too much honour to draw unwarrantable 
cc concluſions; and wiſhing to give him 


the moſt faithful account of her, whom 
D 4 | «he 
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« « he has flattered with his love; I 
« reſolved to ſend him thoſe particulars 
« which had been written from the heart, 
« and ; conſequently 3 diſguiſe or 


« deceit.” 


Frederick having peruſed the Hiſtory 
of Miſs Oſmond, felt no decreaſe of his 
paſſion, but thought it a moſt fortunate 
circumſtance that he had it in his power 
to exalt ſuch merit to a ſituation it de- 
ſerved, and reſcue beauty and innocence 
from the frowns of dependance, 


— — 
Bie 
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CHAPTER XXxIV. 
A STRATAGEM. 


Stow LY as though unwilling to 
leave the boſom of his Thetis bright Sol 
aroſe, yet no ſooner had he topp'd the 
eaſtern hills than his beams gave gladneſs 
to the world below, and peeping into the 
chamber window of Miſs Oſmond bid 
her awake and liſten to the vows of love— 
ſhe obeyed the ſummons and arofe—the 
recolleQion of the promiſe ſhe had given 
Mr. Arley to meet him in the Park made 
her boſom heave with a thouſand dif- 
ferent emotions—She reflected that he 
was now acquainted with her ſtory, and 


that might poſſibly have induced him - 
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to alter bis ſentiments towards her; whe- 
ther the peruſal had produced that effect 
or not ſhe had given her word and con- 
ſidered herſelf as bound to give him the 
meeting. 

Soon was ſhe dreffed, for her garb 
was unſtudied and ſimply elegant; yet 
looked ſhe not leſs beautiful than had the 
aſſiſtance of art been aſſiduouſſy em- 
| * to adorn her Pons: 


-Beauty 

Needs not the fndion aid of ornament, 

But is, when unadorn'd, adorn'd the moſt. 

From Miſs Oſmond's being i in the con- 
Rant habit of walking out in a morning 
before the ladies were ſtirring, her do- 
ing ſo upon this occaſion was not a mat- 
ter of notice to others, although ſhe felt 
it very different herfelf.—Before ſhe had 
proceeded ſo far as Piccadilly, a per- 
fon, reſpectable in appearance, came up 
to her in a great buſtle, and accoſting 

her with much A begged ſhe would 

| permit 
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permit him to ſee her into a houſe, as 
a mad ox was not far behind them. 


The idea terrified her beyond con- 
ception, and without making any further 
enquiry ſhe accepted the ſtranger's offer 


and ſuffered him to conduct her into a 
neighbouring houſe -The reſpectful be- 
haviour of the man, added to the ſup- 
poſed favour he had done her, ingratiated 
itſelf very much in Miſs Oſmond's good 
opinion—aſter remaining ſome time ſhe 


requeſted he would take the trouble of 


ſeeing whether they might as yet pals 
with ſafety—with the which be inſtantly 


complied and ſhortly returned with an 


account that the animal was ſtil] roving 


about Piccadilly and doing a great deal 


of miſchief—he at the ſame time offered, 
provided ſhe was in haſte, to procure a 
coach and efcort her out of danger. It 
was now conſiderably beyond the ap- 
pointed hour; attributing the propofal 
to originate in politeneſs, and unwilling” 
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to alter his ſentiments towards her ; whe- 
ther the peruſal had produced that effect 
or not ſhe had given her word and con- 


ſidered herſelf as * to give him the 


meeting. 

Soon was ſhe drefled, for her garb 
was unſtudied and ſimply elegant; yet 
looked ſhe not leſs beautiful than had the 
aſſiſlance of art been aſſiduouſſy em- 
8 to adorn her * 

Beauty 
Needs not the foreign aid of ornament, 
But is, when unadorn'd, adorn'd the moſt. 
From Miſs Oſmond's being in the con- 
fant habit of walking out in a morning 
before the ladies were ſtirring, her do- 
ing ſo upon this occaſion was not a mat- 
ter of notice to others, although ſhe felt 
it very different herfelf.—Before ſhe had 
proceeded ſo far as Piccadilly, a per- 
fan, reſpectable in appearance, came up 
to her in a great buſtle, and accoſting 


0 with much "oO begged ſhe would 
permit 
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permit him to ſee her into a houſe, as 
a mad ox was not far behind them. 

The idea terrified her beyond con- 
ception, and without making any further 
enquiry ſhe accepted the ſtranger's offer 
and ſuffered him to conduct her into a 
neighbouring houſe The reſpectful be- 
haviour of the man, added to the ſup- 
poſed favour he had done her, ingratiated 
itſelf very much in Miſs Oſmond's good 
opinion—aſter remaining ſome time ſhe 
requeſted he would take the trouble of 
ſeeing whether they might as yet pals 
with ſafety with the which be inſtantly 
complied and ſhortly returned with an 
account that the animal was ſtil] roving 
about Piccadilly and doing a great deal 
of miſchief—he at the ſame time offered, 
provided ſhe was in haſte, to procure a 
coach and eſcort her out of danger,—It 
was now conſiderably beyond the ap- 
pointed hour; attributing the propofal 
to originate in politeneſs, and unwilling 
| D 6 1 
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to diſappoint Mr. Arley, ſhe conſented; 
he again went out and brought a coach, 
into which ſhe ſtepped, and after aſking 
where the coachman was to drive and 
giving him the directions, this officious 
perſon followed her Miſs Oſmond con- 
cluding that ſhe was now perfectly ſafe 
could not think of intruding any farther 
upon the ſtranger's civility, therefore ex- 
preſſing the high ſenſe ſhe had of his 
kindneſs deſired he would not take any 
farther trouble ; but he was peremptory 
in his reſolution of attending her—The 
coach drove on and by degrees mended 
its pace till it at length went at a furious 
rate, yet the time appeared long before 
they got to the Park gate; at length to 
her great aſtoniſhment ſhe found they 
; were upon a road with a wall on one fide 
and fields upon the other — Greatly 
alarmed ſhe applied to the man in the 
coach to know the reaſon of it, and upon 
his not giving her a ſatisfactory reply ſhe 
inkiſted 


inſiſtec upon his ordering the coach to 
ſtop that however he deſired to be ex- 
cuſed from, and begged ſhe would not be 
uneaſy as they ſhould very ſhortly be at 
the place the coachman was direded to 
take them. 

Not being in the leaſt Cativfied with his 
anſwer, nor now much approving the aſ- 
ſumed. civility of her companion, ſhe. 
demanded to know where they were car- 
rying her to which demand ſhe received 
no kind of reply - her boſom began to 
throb with apprehenſion— ſhe repeated 
her queſtion a ſecond time, but with no 
better ſucceſs, for he ſtill was ſilent . ſhe 
then reſolved to call to the coachman, 
and if he refuſed to ſet her down to 
claim aſſiſtance from the firſt perſon ſhe: 
ſaw, but ſhe was prevented from putting 
this reſolution into effect by the man, on 
her firſt attempt, telling her all reitende 
vould be uſeleſs, as he had pledged him- 
ſelf to convey her to the place they were 


going. 
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going, and he would do ſo at the hazard 
of his life—at the ſame time he drew a 
piſtol from his pocket and laid it upon 
the ſeat by his fide. 

Miſs Oſmond now burſt into tears, con- 
ed that ſome ill was intended her, 
and in which ſtate ſhe continued until 
the coach ſtopped and ſhe was deſired to 
alight—this ſhe did with alacrity, think- 
ing that poſſibly ſhe might find ſome 
means of eſcaping out of the clutches of 
her guard. One of the people of the 
. houſe ſhewed her into a room by herſelf, 
in which ſhe had not been many minutes 
when the man who had attended her en- 
tered, and very reſpectfully deſired to 
know if the choſe any retreſhment—ſhe 
told him that ſhe did not want any; 
« But I would wiſh to know (laid ſhe) 
% why, and by whole authority I am 
t brought here.“ 

« I am not at liberty to anſwer you; 
* \ ane the many my malter wiſhes 
«« to 
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« to reſerve to himſelf an opportunity 
« of explaining his conduct; but be af- 
« ſured, madam, that no harm is in- 5 
« tended you,” | 
« Why then have I been thus en- 
« ſnard? why this caution? why this 
% reſerve ? why have I been brought to 
« a place where I am an entire ſtranger ?” 
« That, madam, will not be the caſe 
7 when you arrive at the end of your Þ 
„journey.“ | 
« But, Sir, you may depend upon it 
« that farther I will not go, unleſs I. 
* know where, and to whom.” 

My dear madam, let me entreat you 
„to make no oppoſition, as it will be 
„only giving yourlelf a great deal of 
« trouble to anſwer no kind of purpoſe, 
« the people in this houſe being already 
e prepared not to give the leaſt credit 
* to a ſingle word you may I to 
« tell them,” 


Comüsged 
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| Convinced now of the helpleſs ſitua- 
tion ſhe was in, unable to conjecture by 
whoſe means ſhe had been thus trepaned, 
or where they meant to take her, ſhe. 


again burſt into tears. 
The man again preſſed her to take 


ſome. refreſhment, but upon finding ſhe 


was poſitive in her refuſal, he informed 
her the carriage was waiting—ſenſfible 
that all reſiſtance would be in vain ſhe 
obeyed the hint, and when ſhe came to 
the door found a poſtchaiſe and four 
ready to receive her, into which ſhe 
ſtepp'd, the man who had accompanied 
her from London following, and it im- 
mediately drove off as ſwift as poſſible. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 


[IxcibEzNTSs. 


1 boſom of Lavinia was diſtraQ- 
ed by the moſt dreadful apprehenſions: 
over barren heaths and unfrequented 
roads, the chaiſe went on with rapidity, 
till at laſt having gained the ſummit of a 
hill, it turned to the left, and paſſing 
through a narrow lane, drove up to a a 
and ſtopped. 

Miſs Oſmond immediately looked to 
ſee where they had taken her;—an an- 
cient manſion ſurrounded by trees pre- 
ſented itſelf to her view: here ſhe was 
deſired to alight, and a female condutt- 


ed her intoalarge room, 3 
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Tho' ſully ſenſible of her danger, ſhe 
poſſeſſed a preſence of mind which never 
in the molt trying ſituations forſook her. 
Inſtead, therefore, of giving vent toiher 
ſorrows, or ſhewing a reluQance ſhe 
went in, and being alone ſhe had time 
to deliberate in what manner ſhe ſhould 
condud herſelf. 

The diſappointed Frederick preſchted 
himſelf to her view, in imagination ſhe 
beheld him chagrined at her not keeping 
her engagement, and diſtracted at being 
informed upon enquiry afterwards, that 
ſhe was not to be heard of; this was too 
tender a note to dwell on long; ſhe 


thereſore turned her thoughts to her 


preſent ſituation, but before ſhe could 
come to any concluſion the door opened, 


and ſome refreſhments were put before 


her; ſhe could not eat any thing, but 
to prevent her ſpirits from being too much 


diſtreſſed drank a glaſs of wine. 
| A ſe» 


16 


Cr 
r. 


A ſecond time the door opened, and 
Lord Walton .entered—his appearance 
truck her with the greateſt aſtoniſhment, 
and ſtarting back, ſhe exclaimed 
LORD WALTON!” 2 

« Yes, my dear Miſs Ofnond, (re- 
« plied he) it is Lord Walton; who not 


only comes to avow the moſt ardent 


« paſſion that ever filled the breaſt of 
« mortal, but to ſolicit your forgiveneſs. 
« for the rude manner in which you have 
« ſeemingly been brought hither.” 

« Then it is to you I am indebted for 
10 being ſeparated from my friends!“ 

« It was the only way I had to obtain 
« your charming company, and * this 
* hand I ſ Wear —“ 

« Stand off, my Lord, and hear me. 


«] am in your power tis true; but are 
"you aware of the conſequences of 8 85 


* 


« inſult?” | FI 5 


0 yes, the e my dear 
* Miſs Oſmond, will be ſuch as to beg- 
cc gar 
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gar all deſcription,” rejoined his Lord. 
ſhip, attempting at the ſame time to take 
her by the hand, * they will be 

cc My Lord, you are miſtaken in the 
tt Object you have thus diſtreſſed; nor 


_ « will force or artifice enable you to 


effect my undoing.” 
Come, come, Miſs Oſmond, | theſe 
airs will be of no ſervice to you now; 
e T have gone too far to recede, could J 
ce ſuppoſe you really poſſeſſed thoſe ſenti · 


ments you aſſume Why thus coy to 
ee me, I will be as generous as ARLIEY— 


« At the Pantheon you were not ſo diſ- 


tant in your behaviour to him; be 
e more kind then, nor doubt but I will 
« equally merit your favour.” q 


Every way, my Lord, I ſee you are 
tc miſiuformed: I was at the Pantheon 1 
« own, but Mr. Clareville was my com- 


4 panion for the whole evening—Mr. | 


© Arley accompanied Lady Matilda.” 
| „Whether 
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Whether he eſcorted you or my 
« ſiſter is of no conſequence, I know 
« you have liſtened to him, if not pro- 
« miſed to yield to his terms; now I lov- 
« ed you 'ere he was known; is it poſ- 
« fible then I could bear to ſee him rob 
«me of ſuch a prize ?—however liberal 
« he may have been in his offers, you 
« ſhall not find me leſs ſo—grant me but 
«your love, and by Heaven my life, my 
« fortune ſhall be your's.“ At the ſame 
moment he caught her in his arms, and 
raviſhed kiſſes from her lovely lips. 

By a violent effort ſhe diſengaged her- 
ſelf from his arms, and with a voice of 
indignation “ Off, thou ſcandal to hu- 
man nature; there are means, know 
*there are, my Lord, which however 
e unjuſtifiable, ſhall be put in execution 
« 'ere I will conſent to infamy.” 

Upon my word, (replied his Lordſhip 
© with the moſt inſulting air) you, would 
make an excellent tragic actreſs I pro- 

| « teſt 
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« teſt that laſt ſemtence was as natural as 
«life, and in the true heroic ſtrain.” 
e Inhuman as well as baſe, wilt thou 
* not only heap ſorrows on me, but add 
te jnſult to them;—how contemptible !— 
« Oh, yet, - my Lord, if thou haſt ever 
te felt a pang for the diſtreſſes of thy fel. 
« low creatures; (continued Lavinia, 
dropping on her knees, her ſpirits being 
nearly exhauſted) Oh, if feeling for 
« their miſeries, thou ever didſt contri- 
e bute ought to their relief I deprecate 
« thy mercy—thou haſt me in thy power, 
« forlorn and friendleſs, but in pity act 
* a nobler part than urge it to my de- 
te ſtruction; reſtore me to my liberty, 
* and I will forget this violence, and ne- 
« yer ceaſe to bleſs thee.” : 
The pathetic manner in which this 
ſpeech was delivered, the accompanying 
tears, and the imploring attitude, for a 
moment gave the boſom even of Lord 


Walton a pang of remorſe, but it was 
but 
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but momentary; he reflected within him- 


ſelf what Lady Matilda had told him, 
and he could fee no reaſon for her to tell 
him a falſehood—thcſe airs therefore 
muſt be affected. 4 
He formed this concluſion in his own 
mind, but reſolved to alter his behavi- 
our—Taking her moſt reſpe&fully by 
the hand, he requeſted her to riſe; de- 
fired her to conſider the room ſhe was in 
as her own for the preſent, and pro- 
miſing that no one ſhould intrude upon 
her without her leave, bade her adieu. 
Lavinia, after having ſomewhat re- 
covered her ſpirits began to conſider 
what ſhe ſhould do to effect her eſcape, 
tor it was apparent to her that Lord Wal- 
ton would uſe every method to detain 
her in his power, and that ſhe ſhould be 
ſtrictly watched—to deceive his vigilance 
ſhe was very much afraid would be 
impoſſible—on the mercy, however; of 
that Providence, whoſe peculiar care it 
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is to protect diſtreſſed virtue, ſhe relied 
on for relief and ſecurity, Obſerving a 
writing deſk with, pens, ink, and paper, 
in the room, ſhe reſolved to. write to 
Arley, and inform him of her ſituation, 
and the manner in which ſhe had been 
taken away through the means of Lord 
Walton; ſhe was not ignorant of the im- 
praQicability of ſending it to the poſt 
office, yet ſhe reſolved to have one ready 
in caſe any fortunate opportunity of 
ſending it ſhould occur. Setting herſelf 
down therefore, ſhe wrote the anne 
e 15 5 
1 FaEzRicx AxLEv, 20. 

« Dor Sir, | 
--. * Surpriſed you will doubtleſs be at 
| «my not keeping my appointment, and 
« more ſo, ſhould you condeſcend to | 
c make any enquiry, at not being able 
© to hear of me fince.—By a ſtrange | 
4 incident I was betrayed into the power 


of Lord Walton, who has had me 
* 1 conveyed 


| ARL E F. 783 
cc « conveyed to an old ſolitary manſion; 
« in what country it is fituated I know 
« not: and that this will reach you'l al- 
te moſt deſpair, as ſtritt watch is ſet over 
« all my actions. Yet, hapleſs and dread- 
« ful as is my ſituation, it would be ſome 
« conſolation to be able to wipe from 
« your mind any impreſſion you may 

«have conceived to my diſadvantage— 

« whatever futurity may have in ſtore 
« for me, whether good or evil, never 
can this heart ceaſe to acknowledge 

s the ſenſe I have of the honour you in- 
« tended me; to eſteem, and why ſhould | 
« I refuſe toconfeſs it, to—love the ge- 
e nerous Arley ;—on the mercy of Hea- 
« ven I place my reliance; the conſci- 
« ouſneſs of haying ated with reftitude, 
i = even in my forlorn e | 

< ſome comfort to the | 

ww +, + << Aﬀliged- Fo the es 
e « Lavinia oe, 2 
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.. AN. 
Having finiſhed this letter the care- 
fully concealed it, fondly hoping chance 
would enable her to reſcue herſelf from 
3 any unfavourable 8 onthe mind 
of Frederick. 
Lord Walton lepe his word ſo far that 
Miſs Oſmond did not find herſelf in the 
leaſt diſturbed, no one coming near her 
except to bring in what was conſidered as 
requiſite. —After ſupper ſhe was ſhewn 
to a bed-chamber, adjoined to that in 
which ſhe had been ſitting ; upon retiring 
to reſt, however, ſhe began to feel ſome 
apprehenſions leſt Lord Walton fhould 
think proper to pay her a viſit in the night 
—to-prevent which ſhe carefully ſecured 
the door, but in the morning found her 
fears had been unwarranted, as one con- 
tinued ſilence reigned the whole night, 
and of which ſhe was perfectly convinced, 
her mind being too much diſturbed to 
ſuffer her to enjoy one mommeent's re- 
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FurTHER Proenkes—an UNEXPECTED, 
Occurrence. - 0 

Loxp WALTON conducted himſelf 

with much politeneſs to his priſoner— 
hoping by his reſpectful behaviour to 
bend her to his will—he conſtantly par- 

took of his meals with her, behaved * 3 
with extreme complaiſance, and would 
ſometimes. prevail on her to walk f in I 
the gardens, of which ſhe ſoon grew: | 
_ exceedingly partial, but in which, if 
his Lordſhip was abſent, a footman man” 
conſtantly attended her, to 8 an 
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In this manner two months paſſed 
away; Lord Walton ſtill conducting 
himſelf with reſpect and politeneſs, with- 
out giving her the leaſt reaſon to com- 
plain of his behaviour, except conſtant- 
ly refuſing to liſten to her intrealies to 
let her begone; and without that ſhe 


could not be happy. One day looking i 


out of her window, in a ſolitary mood, 
ſhe beheld a countryman paſling; this 


The thought was a fortunate circum- 


ſtance; with ſome difficalty ſhe got him 


to obſerve her, when beckoning to him, 


he came nearer; being under the win- 
dow, ſhe folded her letter to Arley in 


- beheld, with inexpreſſible joy, the man 
pick? it up, and walk away. 

Her mind was now greatly relieved, 
4 her ſpirits much raiſed, and when 
ſhe met Lord Walton at dinner, he ſaw 


"the alteration vith pleaſure, as it gave 


.+B him 
, 


another piece of paper, and encloſing a 
half crown piece, ſhe threw it out, and 
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bim hopes her reſerve was wearing off, 


and that his. perſeverance would be 
crowned with ſucceſs; in the courſe of 
converſation, he informed her, that he 
was under the neceſſity of leaving her 
for a few days, being obliged to go to 
town immediately, to congratulate his 
ſiſter on her nuptials.— An inſurmount- 
able curioſity occaſioned her to en- 
quire to whom Lady Matilda was mar- 
ried. by «444 12455 yeh 
« Here 1s 8 letter, 8 which 
10 © ſuramonſes me away, and which you 
ce may peruſe if you pleaſe, While 1 


« give ſome directions for | my} depar- | 
„ ture—from it you. will gain the 


information 1 have on the ſabje&.” 


After he had left the room, ſhe open- 


ed the letter, but what was her aſto- 
niſhment at reading that Lady Matilda 
vas married to Frederick Arley, Eſq. 
| After the firſt pang of diſappointed 


23 


. . . 


love, it occurred to her that this hs * 


* . e 5 8 k 


be a forgery, and intended by Lord 
Walton as à ſnare. She looked at the 
hand- writing again—It was Lord Clare- 
ville —ſhe knew it but too well: con- 
vinced now of the fatal truth, ſhe deb. 
i ot her grief in a flood of tears. 

To be deceived in him, on whom 
ſhe had beſtowed her aſſection, was a 
ſtroke of miſery, which only thoſe who 

have felt can conceive; ſhe repented of 
having ſent her letter, as it bore teſti- 
mony of ber eſteem for one who had 
abandoned: ber; but on. e e 


eme 
ic «May he not (lad 240 imagine n 
«falſe to him, and may he not in re- 
* yenge then have reſolved to rr 
Lady Matilda? | © | 

Oh! Frederick, mayeſt thou be 
< Happy ; happy as thy merit deſerv es 
<'Lavima vill not forget to petition the 
* throne of 9 ace for thy happinels, 


It has been before ohſerved, that 
Miſs Oſmond poſſeſſed a great ſhare of 


4E LA V 79 oh 


fortitude —ſhe reſolved now. to ſummon | 


it to her aid, and ſo far had ſhe ſucceed- 


ed in her endeavours, that when, Lord 
Walton re-entered the room, ſhe was to- 


lerably compoſed he took his leave of 
her with much reſpect, expreſſed a hope 


that he ſhould find her every thing he 


could wiſh on his return, which he fixed 


at the expiration of the week, and up- 


on being informed the carriage was rea- 


dy, almoſt inſtantly departed. 


Lavinia was not ſorry that he py 
gone - tho ſhe knew that ſtill ſhe ſhould 
be watched vigilantly, yet ſhe did not 
quite deſpair of finding ſome one, whom, 


during his abſence, ſhe might bribe to 
aſſiſt in her eſcape ; but in this hope 


the was deceived ; for although ſhe made 


ſeveral attempts, and uſed her utmoſt . 


rhetoric to inforce them, they refuſed 


her offers ; probably not ſo much from a 
| = 4 * motive 


* 


80 | 422441. 


* motive of fidelity to their maſter, as be- 
cauſe ſhe did not offer a reward ſuffici- 
ently large. 
The cauſe of Lord Walton's journey 
to town, together with the ſolitarineſs of 
the place, rendered her days dreary 
and difmal, and ſcarce ever did ſhe re- 
tire to reſt, without almoſt drowning 
her pillow with tears. 
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"CHAPTER xxxVII. 


An Escaps. M 
ie "# 


Ar the appointed time Lord Walton 
returned; — but forlorn as Mifs Oſmond 
bad been during his abſence, yet the A 
addition of his ſociety promiſed not the _ E 
leaſt abatement to her miſery he was F 
all ſpirits, and charged Ber with cruelixg 
at appearing more diſpleaſed thatfpleaſed - +” 
with his return, made her a thouſand ; 
proteſtations of his love, and ardently 
preſſed her 10 yield him ſome little mark = 
of her eſteem and make him happy— 

ſhe, however, remained inflexible, nor 

"_ was 


fe RLEY. 
was he No. Ader he urged every 
ſpecies of artifice that he was maſter of, 
to draw her from the moſt diſtant reſerve. 
Before he leſt her he obſerved, that hav- 
ing waited fo long with the utmoſt pa- 
tience on his part, without the leaſt re- 
turn om her's, he was determined to bring 
the matter to a concluſion, and no longer 
pine for that fruit which was in his 
poſſeſſion; three days, therefore, he 
would allow her to make her own con- 
_ ditions, but if ſhe did not in that time 
capitplate, he certainly ſhould, try. the 
effects of ſtorm, and then ſhe would be 
obliged to Accept of. the terms of a eon- 
queror. | 
Lavinia was now in A terrible 1 
the ſaw yo probability. of eſcaping from 
ber priſon, and could look forward to na 
1 other proſpett but certain ruin —irreſo- 
m mte and undetermined what ſteps to take 
the, firſt day paſſed, over, and Lavinia 
en Li entertain nh thoughts of 
ws, putting 


* EF 
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putting an end to her exiſtetice, rather 
than ſubmit to inſam p. 
The ſecond night Lord Walton had 
fome of the neighbouring gentry to ſup va 
with him, and therefore his Lordſhip. 
directed Miſs Oſmond-to remain in her 
chamber to this ſhe had not the leaſt 
objection, as it ſaved her from the tor- 
ment of his company, which was now bes 
come her utter averſion ,and gave her an 
opportunity of. indulging her enen 
alone. 
At widhight ſhe heard a Am 5 1 
in the houſe—ſhe liſtened, and found it 
to ariſe from the company, who ſeemed 
to be very much in liquor; —moſt of the 


ſervants were retired to reſt, and the "Je 


heard nothing of thoſe who were up to 


attend their maſter. - A ſudden thought 


W into her mind o an N 

The though was no ober conceived: 
than pat in execution kealin ig GU 
E 6 down. 


j | "AY Kalte the ies room they 
| were in unnoticed - liſtening again ſor 
i» the ſervants and finding all quiet, ſhe pro- 
cCeeded to the door which led into the 
ftont garden, and luckily. found it un- 
3 faſtened—ſhe opened it with much tre- 
pidation, and inſtantly. ran out, relying 
on Heaven that it would enable her to 
eſcape eroſſing into the: paxk, ſhe pur- 
ſued a path that brought her to a ſtyle at 
the: bottom of a lane, which ſhe conjec - 
tured might be that which led to the road 
in front of the houſm. atv 10 
She xeſolved to proceed that way, as 
moſt likely to meet with ſome convey», 
ance, and accordingly. ran as faſt as ſhe 
coyld for a conſiderable time, till quite 
ſpent with fatigue ſhe could proceed no 
further; ſhe then. ſat herſelf down on a 
little hillock, and. reſolved. to remain 
- until the dawn of day appeared, butyben 
0 Ho 8205 was ſomewhat recruited the 


a of og pled and. carried, backs 


© 


jo the "ſil wants, Frklehted 

to her imagipation with every attendaht 
horror, and ſhe determin. d to go on as? 
long as ſhe was able; but as if —— 
ments had conſpired to oppoſe her pro- 


greſs one of the moſt violent ſtorms aroſe | 


as ever came out of the Heavens; to 
fave herſelf as much as poſfible from its 
inclemency, the unhappy wanderer was” 


obliged to ſhelter under a tree; and here a 
ſhe remained almoſt two hours nearly 2 


terrified'to death; at length the torrents 
of rain began to ceaſe the thunder gave 
over its tremendous peals— the lightning 


withdrew its vivid flaſhes and N 8 
diſperſing, the moon with ſilver d ma- * 


jeſty preſented herſelf to view, . and the 


ſtars, as tho" unwilling to let her mal 8 
alone; broke forth in ſplendid luſtre - 


Lavinia now could plainly diſcern where 
the was and the objets around ber- 7 
found Herſelf near an orchard, this gave” 


hou fome comfort, as à houſe ſhe was 
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re could not be far off; with this hope 
ſue went on, and, to her great joy, in a 
few minutes ſhe beheld a ſmall neat 
building at no great diſtance; ſhe walked 
up to the door, but when there her cou- 
rage failed; holding the handle of the 
bell in her hand, ſhe deliberated whether 
me :hould ring or not Would it not be 
ſtrange to requeſt admittance at that time 
of night? what opinion could they form 
of her, drenched 4o the ſkin with rain; 
her hair diſhevelled, her dreſs diſorder d? 
were the thoughts that firſt poſſeſſed her, 
to truſt to Providence and walk on —on 
the other hand the felt the utter impoſ- 
Fbility of valking much farther the un 
certainty ofifinding\ another houſe, and 
the probabili Lord Walton would 
purſue ber detemmed her to apply for 
— the enen, be what 
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She, pulled the bell, no anſwer: was | 
_ a ſecond time ſhe did the ſame, 

a female opened the window of an upper 
room and enquired who was there; La- 
vinia in a voice of diſtreſs, brieſly i in 
formed, her of her wretched condition, 
that, ſhe had been out in the dreadful 
ſtorm, was wet to the ſkin, and if they 


refuſed. her admittance, ſhe ſhould he 
obliged to wander in that wretched con- 


dition the remainder of the night. + + 


There was ſomething inexpreſſibly en- 


gaging in Miſs Oſmond's voice the 
female deliberated ſome little time, but 
in the end Compaſſen got the better of 
fuſpicious Emmas — ſhe ordered 


her to be admitted. = 7 
The door was now PRICE by: a nas: 


: 1 an enga gi ng 
eountenance, ſoon aſter preſented her- : 


vant, and an old lady 


elf; ſeeing Miſs Oſmond's ſituation, her 


cloaths dropping with the rain, her coun» ' 
tenance pale, but till bearing the traits 
| "V3 2 
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of Comething ſuperior to the vulgar; ſhe 
welcomed her with politeneſs, and in- 
ſtantly had ſomething warm prepared to 

prevent any ill effects from the cold, and 
then ordered the maid to ſhew her up to 
a bed- chamber, ſaying ſhe would defer 
enquiring by what means ſhe came to be 
in that forlorn condition till the next 
morning. Lavinia was full of gratitude 
for the kindneſs ſhe had received; and 
after returning thanks to the-Almighty 
for enabling her to eſcape, and directing 
her ſteps to thoſe whoſe hearts were open 
to the pleas of diſtreſs, ſhe ſtepped into 
bed, and being very much r ſoon 
fell into the arms of 


Nature's kind reſtorer, balmy Sleep. 
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Lavinia aroſe the next morning 
though much refreſhed, yet very far 
from being perfectly recovered from the 
fatigue and flurry ſhe had gone through 
the preceding night; deſcending into 
the parlour, ſhe found the old lady walt- 
ing breakfaſt for her. With much affa- 
bility and politeneſs ſhe congratulated” 
Miſs Oſmond on the alteration in her 
looks, ſo much for the better. Lavi- 
nia was by no means wanting in making 
her proper acknowledgments, and would 
have proceeded to account. for the 


ſtrange manner of her having came to the 
houſe, but the old Lady inſiſted upon firſt 
taking their breakfaſt. The repaſt being 
finiſned, Lavinia's kind hoſtels confeſſed 
ſhe then had a curioſity, which would 
fain be ſatisfied ; not only to know how 
it was poſſible for a young lady of her 
appearance to bave been in ſuch a di- 
lemma; but if there was any thing fur- 
ther in her power ſhe could aſſiſt her in. 
Upon this Miſs Oſmond requeſted the 
kind lady's attention, while ſhe briefly 
related her whole hiſtory, which, when 
_ ſhe had finiſhed, 
e Amiable Miſs Oſmond, (fad the 
* benevolent  lady,) deeply have you 
«frank the bitter cup of affliction; but 
« $incerity dwells upon your lips, and 
Doubt cannot ſuſpect your veracity— 
« hence forward you ſhall not be depen- 
< dant on the caprice of nobility, or the 
e inſolence of wealth beneath this hum- 


ec hle off zh ane you can be happy, 
cc you 


8 
e 7 


FACE. an 
oe you ſhall find a welcome aſylum your 
6c company will afford me pleaſure, and 
your amiable enen will fnooth my 


© path to eternity.” * 
Kind Heaven grant me words to 
acknowledge ſuch generoſity, to a 
< poor wand ring orphan,” replied La- 


vinia in a voice ſcarcely intelligible 


thro” exceſs of gratitude, and dropping 


on her knees, ſhe continued, « Ob! 
« madam, teach me but how I can ſhew 
e my ſenſe of that goodneſs, which it 


« will never be in my power to repay.” 


«In nothing can you offend me, but | 


rn continuing in that ftrain—kneel not 
4 me, that is a poſture due to your 
c maker alone my income is not large. 


yet ſufficient to ſupply the comforis af 
life; ſuch as it is you ſhall be wel- 


come to partake. The ſociety” of 


e a few ſeleſt friends I ſometimes enjoy, 


gading I am particularly fond of, 
ny o_ do I paſs my time in 


cc retire- 


* 


— * 
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retirement, for life is at beſt, but a 
* ſtate of ſorrow. —We will try to alle- 
e viate the burthen as much as poſſible, 
« and the ſociety of each other may be 
« of ſalutary conſequences to both. 
« But come I will ſhew the abode 1 
< proffer, and the garden annexed, in 
« which you will perhaps ſometimes find 
r amuſement.” Saying this, ſhe ſhew- 
ed Lavinia the houſe, furniſhed in a 
neat, yet elegant manner, but what moſt 
captivated her, was a harpſichord in the 
parlour, with the compoſitions of the 
| beſt maſters, and a well choſen library. 
The garden was large, and laid out 
in a delightful manner —a wood bor- 
dered it on each ſide — at the bottom ran 
a ſmall brook, and by we fide of which 
was an alcove, | 
The family conſiſted of the old Lady, | 
whoſe name was Spencer, two maid ſer- 
vants, and an old man who didgghe work 


In 
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In this RY of retirement, "Miſs O. 
mond flattered herſelf ſhe had a proſpełt 
of enjoying that true felicity ſhe had al- 
moſt invariably been a ſtranger to ſince 
the death of her mother, and here ſhe 
joyfully conſented to remain.— Every 
precaution was taken to prevent Lord 
Walton from diſcovering her retreat, but 
of which Mrs. Spencer ſaid they had ve- 
ry little reaſon to fear, for although but 
a few miles diſtance, it was ſo remote 
from the high road, that nothing but 
chance was likely to lead their enquiries 
that way. 

Thus happily ftuated, we wal leave 
Miſs Oſmond for the preſent. and return 
to e Arley. 


CHAPTER XXXIX, 


; Di8apPoINTMENT,. 

With the moſt pleaſing E ger; | 
Frederic aroſe, and was in the Park a 
fult hour before the appointed time of 
meeting. Miſs Oſmond's ſtory had ri- 
vetted his affections towards her, and 
- while waiting for the lovely maid, he 
indulged his imagination in planning 
ſcenes of future happineſs—his whole 
frame was in perfect uniſon with har- 
mony, not an atom diſcordant—impg 
tient to expreſs his ſentiments the ho 
lingered—he pulled out his watch re- 
peatedly ere he had been the quar- 
ter of an hour time he thought ſtood 


— 


3 


ſurpriſe 
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ſtill; he grew impatient, and the perfect 
uniſon was ſoon diperſed. —_ 
At length the wiſhed for minute came, 
eargerly were his eyes diretted to every 
female who entered, but no Lavinia ap- 
peared, —how ftrange, twas ten minutes 
after the appointed time —how negli- 
gent, ſhe ſurely might have kept the 
time better. Lovers are not accuſtomed 
to delay half an hour the whole hour 
paſt, and yet ſhe came not. Frederick 
grew out of humour, and began to ac- 
cuſe her of want of affection. ine 
After he had waited near two en 
in vain, he reſolved to retire home, and. 


as ſoon as politeneſs would permit him, 


go to Berkley-ſquare, as poſſibly ſome - 

thing might have prevented her.— With 
theſe ideas he quitted the Park, and re- 

turned to Pall-mall. | 
Lady Matilda had obſerved ini 

go out 11 morning, and was much 
her not returning, as were 

the 
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.the whole family ;— while they were 
fitting at breakfaſt, a note was brought 
to Lord Walton, who having read: it, 
took no further notice then, but upon 
riſing from the table, informed Lady 
Clareville that he was going out of town 
for Tome time, upon a party of pleaſure; 
and at the ſame time, nodding archly 
at Lady Matilda, be bade them adieu. 
- © Lavinia's not returning, and Lord 
Walton's fignificant manner, convinced 
Lady Matilda that he had put his reſo- 
lution in practice and ſucceeded. 

The idea of having got rid of end 
vas a pleaſing reflection, and put her in 
great ſpirits, and not to loſe the ſmalleſt 
advantage from the circumſtance, ſhe 
took the firſt opportunity of informing 
Arley, upon his calling agreeable to his 
reſolution when he left the Park, in a 
half- ſerious manner that Mils Oſmond 


had made an n elopement. 


_ « An 
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« An clopement ;—impoſſble! Lady 
1 Matilda.“ 

« Nay, you ſeem warm, Mr. Arley.” 

Convinced of the impropricty of ap- 
pearing too much concerned, he affected 
a degagee air, and enquired into n 
ticulars. 

« Why, (ſaid her ladyſhip,) ſhe went 
« ont early in the morning, without leav- 
«ing word where ſhe was going, orwhat 
« time ſhe ſhould return, and we have not 
« ſeen her lince.” 

Not ſeen her ſince, reiterated Arley 
with much agitation ; when again recol- 
lecting himſelf he attempted to treat it 
lightly, but found himſelf inadequate to 

the taſk; therefore pretending anengage» 

ment, he took a haſty leave, and return- 
ed with all poſlible expedition to the 
Park, ſuppoſing he might have miſled: of 
her by ſome means, or that ſome acci- 
dent m bt t have happened to her. 
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In vain he traverſed the whole place 
for a conſiderable time, but no ſigns of 
Miſs Oſmond; no circumſtance could he 
trace of her having been there ;—tor- 
tured by the moſt agonizing refleQtions, 
he rambled about obſerving every female 
that paſſed; his love forming apprehen- 
ſions for her ſafety, and excuſes for her 
abſence; but ſuſpicion at length taking 
place in his breaſt, he concluded her 
falſe. 

« And haſt thou deceived me, (ſaid he) 
* and was that virtue but feigned, and 
% thy whole ſtory an impoſition ? it muſt 
« be fo; either fear of detection or par- 
ce t iality for another has cauſed thee not 
« to keep thy appointment, has induced 
* thee to elope from Lord Clareville's; 
«yes, thou art falſe and no longer worthy 
«my affection.“ 

After having walked up and down the 
Park ſeveral times, he fat himſe 
en a bench, and leaning his 
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hand, indulged the melancholy of his 
mind, 

He obſerved not an os anc 
who ſat at the other end of the ſeat, but 
gave vent to his ſorrow—the old gentle- 
man ſeeing him abſorb'd in trouble took 
hold of his hand ; upon which, Frederick 
turning haſtily round, to his great ſur- 
priſe he beheld Mr. Manſell, whom he 
had met at Lord Clareville's rout, and 
who had led him to the relief of 
the diſtreſſed. | 72 — 

He alſo ſeemed aſtoniſhed at finding 
it to be Frederick, and by his motions 
appeared concerned for him—taking out 
his pencil, he wrote a note, deſiring to 
know if he could aſſiſt him; to which 
Arley replied in the negative, and wit- 
ling to turn his thoughts from Lavinia, 
began informing Mr. Manſell of the ſitu- 
ation in which he had placed the poor 
old man 2 and his Patty. 655 Feat 

* Fa Mayſel 
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Manſell looked his approbation of Fre- 
derick's conduct, but (till ſeemed as tho 
he wiſhed to know the cauſe of his me- 
lancholy, and preſſed him very ardently 
by the hand. 

Affected by this mark of eſteem and 
affection, Frederick related the cauſe of 
his uneaſineſs, only concealing, through 
motives of generoſity, the name of 
Lavinia, and where he had met with 
her. 
The old Gentleman ſympathized in 
Frederick's grief the big tear ſtood in 
his eye, and the deep ſigh heaved from 
his breaſt—Arley was extremely affetted 
at this mark of ſincere friendſhip, and 
requeſted his company to dinner. Mr. 
Manſell accepted the invitation, and 
they proceeded to Pall Mall together; 
Arley well pleaſed with his gueſt, though 
he regretted his maintaining that obſti- 
nate ſilence, which he could 05 no ef- 
forts induce him to break. - 


| After 


N 

After dinner Frederick requeſted Mr. 
Manſell would pardon his leaving him 
for a ſhort time, but that he wiſhed to 
know more of the young lady's ſup- 
poſed clopement, or it any intelligence 
had as yet been received concerning 
her. 

The old gentleman nodded his con- 
ſent, and he ſet out for Berkley-ſquare ; 
the whole family were out except Lady 
Matilda, who ſeemed viſibly pleaſed at 
his coming, and took more than ordi- 
nary pains to render herſelf agreeable. 
In the courſe of converſation, he aſked 
in a flight manner if Miſs Oſmond was 
returned. 

Lady Matilda anſwered in the nega- 
tive, and that no certain intelligence 
was received from her, but they under- 
ſtood, a gentleman in a poſt-chaiſe had 
waited for her at the end of Charles- 
Street, and that ſhe had gone off with 
him,— This inſinuation was ſufficient 

F'*- for 
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for Frederick, and now perfeQly ſa- 
tisfied of her infidelity, he returned 
home, and tried in the company of the 
old gentleman to forget her; but it would 
not do, and he retired to bed not many 
degrees from diſtraQtion, 


45 
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CHAPTER RE 


A ConxISHONDENT. 


Tux apparent falſehood of Miſs Of- 
mond was not ſufficient to eradicate her 
at once from the mind of Frederick; in 
the morning ſhe engroſſed all his thoughts, 
he remembered her perſon with delight, 
and her qualifications with rapture, and 
the more he dwelt upon her perfections, 
the more he lamented her infidelity; fre- 
quently would he expreſs his ſenſe of it 
by altering aline in his favourite author, 
and ſay 

——— Land 
Oh! what a "REF had'ſt thou been, 


If half thy outward graces had been plac'd 
About the thoughts and counſels of thy heart. 
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While he was ſitting at breakſaſt, and 


ruminating in this manner; his ſervant 
brought him up a letter ;—he knew not 


the hand writing, it was a female's, and 


migat poſhbly relate to Miſs Oſmond, 
with avidity therefore he broke it open, 


| and read as follows: 


«Sir, : 

« Self intereſt is allowed to be the 
« chief director of all our actions; and 
t indeed not improperly—your offer to 
% me was generous, was noble, and I 
& ſhall always remember it as ſuch; to 
« your perſon or fortune I could make 
** no objettion, but when another with 
« the ſame advantages, and the addition 
« of rank, makes me a ſimilar propofal, 
& I truſt you will not be ſurpriſed that the 
*« Zitle ſhould have ſufficient weight in a 
*« female breaſt to decide in its favour. 
„There need no more be ſaid—how- 
„ever, though all connection is at an 
* end between us, ſtill I ſhall always re- 
Wn | | tain 
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te tain a proper ſenſe of your kindneſs, 
« and am, 
FINE. 
« Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
« Lavinia Oſmond.” 
The tile was ſo unlike Lavinia's, and 
the ſentiments ſo contrary to any he had 
ever heard drop from her lips, that he 
threw the letter from him with contempt, 
and conſidered it as an errant forgery ; 
but after a moment's reflection he con- 
cluded it muſt be from her, as no one be- 
ſides herſelf, knew of his having offered 
her marriage, except his friend Clare- 
ville and Louiſa, and to ſuſpe& them was 
impoſſible it muſt therefore be from the 
once dear object of his heart; claſping 
his hands together he burſt out in a rhap- 
ſody 
« Oh woman! woman! who ſhall now 
« ſay that you are not made up of de- 
« celt and formed for our deſtruttion— 
cc © but II think no more of ber.. 
1 PS  Startin 9 
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Starting up from his chair, he walked 
about the fᷣoom in the moſt violent agi- 
tation —Clareville happening to call in 
at this inſtant, was much ſurpriſed at the 
wildneſs of his manner and countenance; 
but before he could enquire into the 
cauſe, Frederick took up the letter, and 
putting it in his hand 

« There, Charles, look there read.“ 

Clareville having peruſed it, involun- 
tary ejaculated. 

« Is this from Miſs Oſmondꝰ“ ?“ 

© Yes, (replied Frederick) from that 
* deceitful, damnable, bewitching a 
« but come let's not talk about her; 2 
« the moſt inconſtant of her inconſtaht 
* ſex; where ſhall we go to drive her 
« from remembrance ?” | 

Clareville propoſed, convinced that 
his mind was diſtracted, they ſhould take 
a ramble together, to which Frederick 


recs, and after ſauntering about till 
| dinner 


dinner time, Charles drew him to St. 
Alban's- Street. N 316568 
Louiſa received him with her uſual 
kindneſs, and Clareville took an occaſion 
to inform her of Arley's diſappointment, 
in order to prevent her mentioning the 
name of Lavinia. ha 
The ſincere friendſhip of this amiable 
couple, made them endeavour to ſoothe 
and turn his thoughts from Miſs Oſmond, 
by changing the converſation to different 
ſubjefts. Frederick they knew was pal- 
ſionately fond of muſic, and Mrs. Clare- 
ville thinking to amuſe him, began play- 
ing ſome plaintive airs this; had ſuch 
power on his ſpirits, that he felt all his 
tenderneſs awake, and in ſpite of himſelf 
the tears trickled down his cheeks;—at 
length, unfortunately Mrs. Clarevilie be- 
gan a leſſon of Haydn's which Miſs 
Oſmond uſed frequently to play; 
« Oh, damn her,” exclaimed Fre- 
derickin a paſſionate tone of voice, and 


6 ſtarting 


* 
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ſtarting up from his chair; but ſuddenly 
recollecting himſelf — « I beg pardon, 
« madam, but ſhe uſed to play that leſſon 
* ſo divinely; ſhe whom I thought the 
* foul of harmony; but Ill forget her 

« —the ungrateful.“ 

Diſſolved one moment into tenderneſs, 
and almoſt diſtracted the next, he paſſed 
the day—When he returned to his own 
houſe, ſtill ſhe was uppermoſt in his 
thoughts, and in his dreams he beheld 
her- to forget her he found it impoſſible; 
his health began to be viſibly impaired; 
diſhpation he had . heard was a cure for 
melancholy, he reſolved to make the 
experiment and plunge deep into it. 

It often happens that when men meet 
with ingratitude in love, they are too 
apt to conſider all women alike, falſe and 
hypocritical. Frederick proved one of 


© this deſcription, and ungenerouſly re- 


' lolved to revenge himſelf upon the ſex, 


for 
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fol the ſuppoſed ingratitude of his once 
adored Lavinia. 
Seduction, which till the b me 
riod had appeared in his eyes as an atro- 
cious crime, now loſt its former ſem- 
blance—virtue was no longer an object 
of approbation, and he reſolved to con- 
ſider women in future, as formed only to 
oive pleaſure; to create ſenſual paſſions, 
and not moral eſtimation, ENS 


, 
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SEDUCTION. 


* 


Ir was not without ſome degree of 
compunttion that he was enabled to 
put his plan into execution—in the 
midſt of his ſcenes of diſſipation, reflection 
would come, but as that was conſtantly 
attended by anxiety, he in thoſe caſes flew 
to the bottle as a ſure friend againſt that 
enemy to his peace. 

Still however did he continue his vi- 
ſits as uſual-at Lord Clareville's. 

Lady Matilda conceived hopes of ma- 
king him forget Lavinia, and ſupplying 
her place in his eſteem. She took all 
poſſible pains to engage his attention, 
nor did ſhe fail of ſucceſs; having. 

adopted 


«; 
52 
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adopted the opinion mentioned in the 
foregoing Chapter, that women were 

form'd for pleaſure, he determined that 

her aſſiduities ſhould not be ineffeQual ; 

where ever ſhe went, he attended her ; 

to the opera, theatres, and every other 

place of public amuſement; frequent 
opportunities preſented themſelves of his 

being alone with her, of which he avail- 

ed himſelf by making declarations of 

love. Lady Matilda heard him with 

pleaſure, tho' ſhe did not think proper 

to confeſs ſo ſoon the real ſituation of 

her heart. 

Though gallantry was his principal 

purſuit, yet he did not laviſh his whole 

time upon Lady Matilda ; he continued | 
to get acquained with ſeveral young + 
men of faſhion, to whom he gave mag- 
nificent entertainments, nor did he ret 

fule accompanying them in their noc- 

turnal rambles, viſiting houſes of illgame, 
raiſing riots and being a chief inſtru- 

DI ment 


112 Na 
ment in every ſcene of faſhionable vice 
and folly. 

With much affliction Clareville be- 
held this change in his friend, and with 
the moit ſoothing words tried to draw 
him from his preſent mode of life, re- 
preſented the ill, the fatal conſequences 
attending it, but it had no other effect, 
than making him avoid St. Alban's- 
ſtreet, and carefully ſhun being alone 
in his company—lſceing all counſel would 
be ineffectual, he diſcontinued it, ſin- 
cerely. hoping he would ſoon ſee his own 
folly, before it was too late. 

Though deaf to the caution of his 
friend, he would ſteal from the ſcenes 
of diſſipation, to continue his attention 
to Lady Matilda—he found his time not 


: athrown away, and that ſhe liſtened to 


Kim with evident pleaſure—Aſcot races 
being the topic of converſation, he aſked 
her to favour him with her company to 
one day's ſport, and offered to take her 


deen 


I 


down in his phaeton, ſhe conſented, and 


as Lady Clareville had no objettion, 


they ſet off early in the morning, pur- 
poſing to viſit Windſor before the Races, 
and return in the evening. 

Lady Matilda was delighted with the 
ride—they ſtopped -at Windlor to dine, 
and after dinner ſhe was in unuſual ſpi-' 
rits: Frederick beheld it, and reſolved to 

turn them to his advantage; the obligations 
due to Clareville were no longer remem- 
bered, and he felt no compunttion at 
the idea of debauching the ſiſter of 
his friend; he prevailed on her to drink 
three glaſſes of Madeira, which increa- 
ſed her ſpirits amazingly—this was à fa. 
vourable opportunity, he reſolved it 
ſhould not be loſt, preſſing her hand to 


his lips. 


« Oh! Lady Matilda, (ſaid he) am 


te to ſigh for ever unrewarded ; for ever 
795 lead my paſſion, nor meet with 


* 


the ſmalleſt return; Is it poſlible that 
wy 6 
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* ſuch beauty can bag an unfeeling 
« heart.” 

« How impatient you are, Mr. Arley! 

« you alover! —Why the Knight Er- 
* rants of old thought themſelves well 
* rewarded with a ſmile from the 
© queens of their idolatry, for chen 
« years pain.“ 

* But, my dear madam, thoſe times 
axe paſt—mankind are now too ſenſi- 
« ble that youth's the ſeaſon for love, 
% and that the fleeting moments once 
« paſt, can never r be recalled, Say then 
© that I may hope to call this valuable 
© treaſure mine.” | 

« f,ſhould be ſorry Mr. Arley, any 
© one were devoid of hope.“ 

« Shall I form a favourable conclu- 
% ſion from that ?—(And putting one 
arm round her waiſt, he preſſed her 
« gently to his boſom.) Oh! will the 
1 gentle boſom of Lady Matilda give 

4 pain to ancther—impoſſible ! wit + 
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An encouraging look from her made 
him continue, “ Say then you approve 
« my paſhon—ſay but you will conſent 
« to be mine, and I ſhall not have one 
« wiſh ungratihed.” 

Perceiving ſhe was yielding to his 
wiſhes, he urged every artful perſuaſion 
until he drew from her a ſoft confeſſion 
of love—a mutual exchange of vows, of 
fidelity ſucceeded. This moment 'was 
not to be loſt; Arley therefore prefſed 
with ardour—Lady Matilda overwhel- 
med with tenderneſs, made but ſlight re- 


ſiſtance, and before they leſt Windſor, 


Frederick had nothing more to aſk, or 
Lady Matilda to refuſe, 5 


14 


ee er 


16 4 L E v. 


CHAPTER XLII. 


, aEPARATION, 


ALL the native worthineſs of Frede- 
rtick's diſpoſition ſeemed to be gone 
his mother's counſels were all forgotten ; 
plunged into excels of extravagance, 
every ſentiment of virtue ſeemed to be 
extinguiſhed, and he bid fair for being, 
the moſt accompliſhed fon of diſhpation 
in town. 
His acquaintance was courted by all 
the gay and vicious, for he gave molt 
elegant entertainments, and ſpared no 
expence 0 leaſe his gueſts. 
In the morning he generally aroſe with 


| the head-ach, to get rid of this he gene- 


rally 
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rally took an airing in the park, where 
he conſtantly met ſome of his acquaint- 
ance, whom he invited to dinner the 
bottle went freely round, and after a 
plentiful libation to Bacchus, the whole 
company adjourned to the Theatres, 
where having amuſed themſelves, by 
diſturbing the audience, for ſome time, 
they proceeded to the houſe of ſome no- 
ted procureſs, where they ſupped and 
ſpent the night in company with thoſe 
poor miſerable wretches who had been 
ſeduced into a life of proſtitution—about 
day light they departed to partake of 
reſt, juſt ſufficient to enable them to un- 
dergo the ſame fatigues the ſucceeding 
day. | 
Such was the life of Arley, with little 
variation, for the two firſt months after: 
the loſs of Miſs Olmond—in gaming he 
had not yet indulged himſelf, but 
amongſt his acquaintance there were 
ſome whoſe only means of livelihood: 
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were derived from the gaming table 
one evening therefore, they enticed him 
to accompany them to their /avourzte 
amuſement—elevated with wine, and 
inſpired by the ſight of the dice, he re- 
ſolved to play—he ventured not much at 
firſt; he won, this made him more ea- 
ger ; he increaſed his bets, until he had 
loſt a conſiderable ſum—chagrine and 
vexation followed his ill luck, yet he was 
determined to perſevere, and was pre- 
paring to venture a large ſum; he was 
Juſt going to double the bet, when a per- 
ſon tapped him on the ſhoulder, and 
put a paper into his hand - without trou- 
bling himſelf to ſee from whom it came, 
he read as follows. 

1 Thoughtleſs ! ſhallow Gghted or 
£ tal! Is it thus you prove yourſel 5 
© man? Is it thus you bear diſappoint- *1 
«© ment? Do you employ your fortune | 
« in this manner? Are you dead to the 


« ſenſe of Prudence, deat to the voice 
10 of 
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ec of Reaſon, and loſt to every idea of 
« Propriety ? Is the image of your ſaint- 
« ed mother obliterated from your mind ? 
If yet one ſpark of good ſenſe remain 
« extinguiſhed it not entirely: return 
home, leave the gaming table imme- 
« diately, or inevitable ruin will be the 7 
* conſequence.“ | 2 1 

Something like lightning flaſhed be- | 
fore his eyes; the folly of his conduct 
ſtruck him forcibly; he turned round, 
and faw Mr. Manſell looking at him 
with the deepeſt anxiety painted in his 
countenance. 0) 

« Yes, I will return, ſaid he, my 
„guardian monitor, you ſhall be obeys 

e ed,” and inſtantly quitting the table, he 
ade the company adieu. heedleſs of the 
preſſing intreaties of his companions to 
return; and taking hold of the old gen- 
/ tleman's arm, he left the room, and re- 
turned to Pall-mall. : 


When 
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When he got home, he leaned his 
head againſt his hand, and fell into a 
train of refleQions; he reviewed his con- 
duct, the retroſpe&t inſpired him with 
horror; he had aſſociated himſelf with 
young men debauched and unprincipled, 


he had ſquandered away large ſums to 
entertain them; he had ſeduced inno- 


cence, and betrayed the lilter of his 
friend. 

« What a villain am I, (ſaid he) and 
« and how is it poſſible for me to make 
« atonement. ' | 

To diſcontinue an acquaintance with 
his preſent companions was his firſt re- 
folve, but his conduct to Lady Matilda 
appeared to exceed the efforts of palli- 
ation. The old gentleman ſat the whole A 
time looking at him with pity and coft N 


placency. 
Frederick took hold of his hand, re- 
lated his late conduct, his preſent con- 


trition, and readineſs to make any kind 
| of 
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of atonement. The old gentleman 
ſeemed to approve his reſolution, and 
left him. 


The next morning, F rederick Qill re- 


ſolving to adhere to his determination of 
a reform, paid a viſit to his friend Clare- 
ville, who received him with that plea- 
ſure, which always accompanies ſincere 
friendſhip, although hr had not ſeen him 
for ſome time. : 
I have treated you unworthily, (ſaid 
« F rederick) my dear friend; but I am 
« ſorry for it, and requeſt your pardon.” 
Clareville was pleaſed, and readily 
granted him his requeſt; happy to find 
he had ſo ſoon abandoned alife ſo oppo- 
ite to his real diſpoſition, and hoping he 
again ſhould enjoy his ſociety. 
He next proceeded to Berkley-Square, 
for Lady Matilda's wrongs cried loud for 


reparation; he found her alone, and at 


the ſight of him ſhe burſt into tears; with 
much tenderneſs he ſoothed her, begged 


vol. 11 G her 
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her to forget what was paſſed, and only 
look to the future. 

« I have indeed, Lady Matilda, been 
« greatly to blame, I have wronged your 
4 confidence I acknowledge it; and 1 
ce know of but one way to make you any 
« kind of amends—Say, will you conſent 
ce to our union?“ 

Lady Matilda , gain burſt into tears. 

« My generous Arley, to be united to 
c you would be the greateſt happineſs I 
© could experience; but, alas! that is 
« jmpoſſhble—my Lord Clareville, you 
« know his pride, has commanded me to 
« receive the addreſſes of the ſon of 
« Lord Mandeville; he will, therefore 
te never conſent to our marriage.” 

« I am aware of that, my Matilda; 'I 
« do know his pride, but when we are 
« united he may be induced to pardon us 

dc will you accompany me to Scotland, 


« there we may be ſaſely united, and 
«though 
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ce though he may not forgive us, my for- 
« tune is ſufficien t“ 

« Oh, Mr. Arley,” interrupted Lady 
Matilda, and kiſſing his hand fervently 
ſhe ſaid no more, but her ſilent actions 
had fully explained her willingneſs to 
attend him. * 

The next day was ſettled for their de- 
parture, and he ſoon after left her to 
make the neceſſary preparations. -The 
next morning, pretending ſhe was going 
to ſpend the day with a lady of their ac- 
quaintance, Lady Matilda gave Mre 
Arley the promiſed meeting, and a poſt: 
chaiſe ſoon carried them to Gretna Green, 
where they were married. Arley left 
a letter for his ſervant to carry in the 
evening to Lord Clareville, in which he 
informed his Lordſhip of his attachment 
to his daughter, and that the fear he 
ſhould have objetted to their union, had 
induced him to prevail on her to take 
this ſtep. 2 
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On their return to town they informed 
Lord Clareville of their arrival, and re- 
queſted permiſſion to throw themſelves 
at his feet. For ſome time he refuſed, but 
at length, through the preſſing intreaties 
of Lady Clareville, and the knovledge 
of our hero's fortune, he conſented. 

He behaved, notwithſtanding, at firſt 
with a ſtiff formality to Arley, and 
ſcarcely condeſcended to notice him; 
however Frederick's reſpetiful and ami- 
able behaviour gained his affection, and 
in a very little time he treated him as the 
huſband of Lady Matilda. 

To congratulate his ſiſter on her nup- 
tials, Lord Walton was ſent for to town; 
tho' he thought Lady Matilda's choice 
Improper, with reſpett to Arley 's want of 
rank, vet as it might be the means of get- 
ing Lavinia to conſent to his wiſhes more 
readily, by detaching her thoughts from 
him, he behaved with much reſpett and 
civility upon his arrival in town, but took 

+3 the 
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the ſpeedieſt opportunity politeneſs would 
admit of leaving them, and retiring again 
into the country. 

At the particular requeſt of Frederick, _ 
Lady Matilda was introduced to her bro- 
ther's amiable Louiſa, with whom ſhe 
was much delighted, and although Lord 
Clareville ſtill remained obſtinately bent 
not to forgive the diſobedience of his 
ſon, (for in his opinion the dignity of the 
family was not half ſo much concentered 
in the female line) they began to enter- 
tain hopes that, through the aſſiſtance of 
Lady Clareville, they ſhould be enabled 
to ſoften his rigour and effect a recon- 
ciliation. | 


CHAPTER XIII. 


MELANCHOLY. 


N OT long after his marriage Fre- 
derick received intimation from his ſtew- 
ard that his preſence was neceſlary in 
the country, upon this account Lady 
Matilda agreed to accompany him and 
ſpend the ſummer at his country ſeat, . 
which was ſituated on the borders of 
Wales. 

The manſion was a gothic building 
and had been ereQed a vaſt number of 
years; although heavy and ponderous 
in appearance yet it poffeſs'd an air of 
grandeur which at firſt ſight ſtruck the 


beholder with awe and veneration. 
Lady 
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Lady Matilda, however, upon their 
arrival diſliked it very much, and tried 
to perſuade Frederick to have it entirely 
pull'd down and rehuilt in the modern 
ſtyle, but to which he would not by any 
means conſent — prefering tie weighty 
grandeur in the taſte of our anceſtors to 
the frippery of the preſent times—he, 
notwithitanding, to oblige Lady Matilda, 
agreed to her making any internal im- 
provements, and ſhe accordingly ſet 
about having the rooms modernized as 
much as paſſible. 

The park was very extenſive and in 
fine preſervation the woods, the lawns, 
the meandering ſtream that flowed gently 
through the adjoining meads, gave a 
pictureſque view of the moſt beautiful 
works of nature. 1 

Vet they pleaſed not Lady Matilda, 
they were in a rude uncultivated ſtate 
and wanted the finiſh of art, conſequent- 
ly, in her opinion, they were ſhocking ' 
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and muſt be amended. Whatever dif. 
like Frederick had to the idea of im- 
proving nature by art he made no ob- 
jection, but permitted her to. uſe her 
pleaſure, and order the workmen to 
make v tever alterations ſhe thought 
proper. 

| Retired now from the buſtle of the 
metropolis, and at leiſure to indulge re- 
flection, Frederick found himſelf far 


from happy ; though he repined not at 


the reparation he had made Lady Ma- 
tilda, ſtill he could not help, at times, 
remembering Lavinia, and regreting her 
 inconſtancy—it would ſometimes occur 


to him that perhaps ſhe had been de- 
ceived and might now be abandoned— 
ſhe might be poor and friendleſs, deſti- 
tute and forſaken—this would ſoften him 
down to wiſh he knew what had become 
of her ; but then the letter he had re- 
ceived, which contained ſuch an avowed 
depravity of ſentiment, would come in 

to 
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to his mind, and immediately baniſh 
every favourable idea from his breaſt. 
Books, which heretofore were his fa- 
vorite amuſement, now became tedious; 
before he had peruſed a dozen pages his 
attention would wander and leave him 
totally ignorant of what he had been 
reading. Muſic ſtill had charms for him: 
often would he ſtray in an evening into 
the park with his flute, and ſeating him- 
ſelf on a bench play the moſt plaintive 
airs, till diflolved into tenderneſs he | 


would leave off, and reclining his head 


upon his hand indulge the melancholy 
of his ſoul, and frequently remain in that 
ſituation until midnight. 

Muſic he found affected him too much 
therefore he declined taking his flute with 
him in his lonely rambles ; following the 
gentle gliding ſtream that flowed through 
the park he would indulge his medita- 
tion—the ſilence of the night is favour- 
able to ſolitude, the darkneſs of it in- 
7 fpires . 
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ſpires the mind with melancholy ideas, 


and ſuited the tenor of his ſoul. 


Lady Matilda was too much of the 
faſhionable wife to enquire into her. huf- 
_ band's purſuits — She had been intro- . 

duced to the neighbouring gentry, who, 
as a. matter of courſe, had paid their re- 
ſpects on her firſt coming into the coun- 
try; in paying and receiving viſits from 
them ſhe thought herſelf much better 
employed than ſpending the whole of 
her time with Frederick—ſhe therefore 
permitted him to follow unmoleſted the 
bentof his inclinations, not a little pleaſed 
with his complaiſance in allowing her to 
do the ſame. 

Arley very often viſited his penfioners, 
to render whom happy it was now his 
principal delight—he cauſed a new houſe 
to be built for the old man and his 
daughter he had ſent among them, and 
did every thing in his power to make 
theſe * of his bounty happy and 

| com- 
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comfortable —his kind endeavours were 
crowned with ſucceſs and they had nearly 
regained their former tranquility when 
an extraordinary event occured. 

Frederick was one morning taking his 
uſual ride when a gentleman on horſe- 
back joined him—they entered into con- 
verſation and rode on together until they 
came by the fide of Arley's park, the 
beauty of which he admired, and was 
ſtruck with the venerable appearance of 
the manſion; proceeding to take a nearer 
view Frederick very politely invited him 
to alight the ſtranger was rather ſurpriſed 
at finding it to be the habitation of his 
companion, but nevertheleſs he accept- 
ed the invitation, and went in with Ar— 
ley to take a view of his orounds—There 
was ſomething very pleaſing in this gen- 
tleman's converſation which induced Fre- 
derick to requeſt the favour of his com- 
pany to dinner. Dinner being over and 
Frederick having learnt that his gueſt 
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was a ſtranger to that part of the coun- 
try he propoſed accompanying him to the 
village, which being acceded to by the 
other, they proceeded thither together. 

Having taken a general view of the 
place and admired its ruſticity, he was 
particular inquiſitive reſpecting the neat 
habitations appropriated for Frederick's 
penſioners, and upon coming up to that 
in which Patty and her father reſided 
they went in, but no ſooner had the 
ſtranger ſtepped into the room where 
they were fitting than he ſtarted back 
with the exclamation of, 

« Good God! is it poſſible ?” 

Patty was employed with her needle, 
but lifting up her eyes at the ſound, ſhe 
gave a ſhriek and ejaculating, « Arlton !” 

_ fainted away. | 
Frederick ſtood aſtoniſhed —The gen- 
tleman flew to Patty, caught her in his 
arms, and fo ſupported her until ſhe ſur- 
vived—opening her eyes ſhe bluſhed to 
find 
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find herſelf in that ſituation, and gently. 
diſengaging herſelf from his embraces 
ſtaggered to a ſeat and ſat down. 

By this time the old man had recog- 
nized the ſtranger, and upon his quitting 
Patty thus addreſſed him : 

ne you are returned to be a 
« witneſs to what your ungrateful be- | 
« haviour has reduced me; in which n 
* however you would have been diſap- 
« pointed had not the bounty of this 
« good gentleman reſcued me from the : 
« grave when I was periſhing for want 
« bluſh too, young man, at the ſight of 
e her whom thy baſeneſs has diſtreſs'd 
« and thy villainy ruined.” 

« J confeſs, Sir, (replied Arlton) my 
* conduct has merited the harſheſt terms 
“you can poſſibly apply to it—but yet 
« indulge me while I unfold the events 

« of my life—at the ſame time be aſ- 

« ſured that I feel, deeply feel for my 

« errors; and not only feel but am rea- 
cc dy 
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'* dy to make all poſſible atonement for 
« them.” | 
Saying this, and then addreſſing him- 
ſelf particularly to Frederick, who till 
remained in a degree of aſtoniſhment, 
he thus related his ſtory : | 
« My father, Sir, was a merchant of 
« eminence in the city, and I was his 
« only child After beſtowing on me a 
« liberal education, he: took me home 
« and put me into the counting-houſe, 
« with a view of my being his ſucceſſor. 
« From, perhaps, too much indulgence 
« J ſoon cultivated an extenſive ac- 
ce quaintance, and early imbibed notions 
& to the prejudice of trade and com- 
ce merce, and therefore entirely neg- 
lected my bufineſs. My father, with 
© much anxiety, argued with me upon 
e my ill behaviour, and the fatal effects 
© that muſt inevitably attend its conti- 
* nuance, but to my ſhame I diſregard- 


« ed his advice and deſpiſed his counſel. 
"Þ « At 
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« At length he refuſed to ſupply me 


with money for the ſupport of my ex- 
travagances, which ſo affronted me, 
that raiſing all I could, not in the 
moſt honourable way, I left his houſe ; 
my moſt favourite companions were 
libertines in the moſt enlarged ſenſe 
of the word—we lived gaily while my 
ſtock laſted, but when that became 
on the decline, they enticed me to the 
gaming table, as a certain reſource in 
every emergency; but it was neceſ- 
ſary I ſhould have ſomething to be 


prepared againſt the worſt; how to 


get a ſufficiency for that purpoſe, en- 
groſſed my whole thoughts. 

« I had changed my name upon leav- 
ing my father's houſe, from Clement's, 
to Arlton, in order to prevent his 
finding me, and went to lodge with 
this injured man—1I ſaw he Was very 


fond of his daughter, and beheld her' 
« as one little experienced in the world, 


« and 
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and ſuſceptible of tender impreſſions. 
I reſolved to have ſome gallantry with 
her, and took occaſion to draw her 
to liſten to my addreſſes. At firſt I 
did it merely out of a frolic, and 
without any deſign; but I found at 
length my heart became inſenſibly in- 
tereſted in the buſineſs, and I diſco- 
vered I really loved her. 

« Artleſs, unſuſpicious, ſhe liſtened to 
my vows, and believed them—her fa- 
ther viewed our mutual affection with 
pleaſure, encouraged it, and upon ap- 
plication, gave his conſent to our 


« Had 1 he left alone, I ſhould not 


have acted as I did, my companions, 
to whom I communicated what had 
paſſed, laughed at my credulity, and 
preſſed me to cheat her father of ſome 
money, under pretence of ſetting up 


in buſineſs. 
« Many 
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% Many a conflict between vice and 


Fc 


virtue did my boſom maintain, at 
length vice, aided by their pernicious 
counſels, conquered. 

« Taking one of them with me, I 
ſtated to him that I had an opportu- 
nity of entering into partnerſhip with 
my companion in a lucrative buſineſs, 
and required his aſſiſtance the father 
of Patty rejoiced at my proſpedts, 
readily advanced what money he had 
and joined me in a bond for the re- 


mainder. 


« Pleaſed with the ſucceſs of our vil- 
lainy we adjourned to the gaming 
table, where in avery ſhort time 1 loſt 


the whole ſum, and I verily believe to 


my companions, who then refuied 
to aſſiſt me in the leaſt ſhape whatever; 
I ſoon became very much diſtreſſed, 
and wandered about town in a dif 


conſolate manner—the calls of hun- 


ger were preſſing, and obſerving a bill 
«for 
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| | « for volunteers for India, recolleQing 
8 ] had ſome friends there, and being 
« aſhamed to ſee thoſe at home, I re- 


FY 


ſolved to enliſt —I did ſo, and was ſoon 
ſhipped on board an Indiaman. 

« It is impoſſible to relate the miſeries 
the ſoldiers ſuffer on board a ſhip in ſo 
long a voyage; I thought I could not 
have ſurvived to the end, however, it 
pleaſed Heaven to ſpare me in order, 
I hope, to make retribution in this 
world for the injuries I had done. 
« We arrived at Bengal, and were 
immediately ordered up the country 
to join the different regiments, who 
were then in actual ſervice. — The 
fatigues we endured in a ten days 


march thro' the burning climate are 
unſpeakable; many of my comrades 


were unable to bear it, and died on 


the way. 
J arrived at the place of my deſti- 


nation, and in a very few days after 
ee the 
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the troops I had joined were ordered 
to prepare for battle; early the next 
morning we ſet out and attacked the 
enemy's camp—the battle was long 
and bloody, and we were forced to 
retreat with the loſs of ſix hundred 
men. In our retreating I obſerved 


an officer wounded and laying on the 


ground; notwithſtanding the enemy 
followed us cloſe, inſpired with a ſud- 
den deſire to ſave my fellow country- 
man, I flew to his aſſiſtance, and tak- 
ing him on my ſhoulders bore him 
ſafely away to our camp, and had the 


Pleaſure of hearing the ſurgeon pro- 


nounce that his wounds were not mor- 


tal—I attended him in his illneſs, and 


when he was partly recovered he call- 


ed me into his tent, and aſked me how 


he could requite me for the ſervices I 


© had rendered him. 


] ſtated to him that the reaſon of my 


coming out in that capacity, was en- 
«tirely 
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tirely to get to ſome connections which 
I had at Bengal, but that we had been 
hurried up the country before I could 


make myſelf known, therefore ſhould 


think myſelf amply rewarded if he 


could get me to them; he enquired 


their names; an explanation took 


« place, and I had the happineſs to find 
« he was himſelf the neareſt relation I 
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then had in that part of the country. 
Mutual congratulations enſued, and 
upon my expreſſing a defire to get into 


the civil line we parted. In a few 


days he not only procured me my diſ- 


charge, but a very lucrative ſituation 


at Bengal. At the end of the cam- 
paign my couſin, whoſe life I ,had 
faved, came and paid me a viſit, and 


at which time he informed me that not- 


withſtanding his wounds had been 
cured, yet their effect had ſo much 


1 impaired his health, that he ſhould 


return to his native country; ſaying alſo, 
that 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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that he had made an ample fortune, 
andthat if I would accompany I ſhould 


| ſhare it with him. 


« Although in a very promiſing ſitu- 
ation, I did not like the country—1 
wiſhed to be at home again, and there- 
fore readily accepted his generous 
offer; for, beſides, my Patty was ever 
uppermoſt in my thoughts, and 1 
wiſhed to make ſome reparation for 
my condutt to her, and the. wrongs I 


had done her father. 
« In our paſſage to England I loſt my 


couſin, who, dying, bequeathed me 


the whole of his property—When we 
arrived in England I made it my firſt 
buſineſs to enquire after my father 
and my Patty—the former I was in- 
formed had been ruined by ſpecula- 
tion, and died of a broken heart at his 
diſtreſs—but I could never learn the 
leaſt tidings of the family I had ſo 


« ſhameſully injured, At length, giving 


« Over 
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*« over the purſuit for the preſent, 1 


e came down to viſit an eſtate, about 


« ten miles diſtant, which my friend 
« had left me, where I have not been 
« a week before my fortunate ſtars have 
« condutted me to this unexpected in- 


cc terview. 
« Thus, Sir, I have candidly related 


« my hiſtory, and as I fincerely repent 
v of my conduct towards them, I hope 


* 


« my Patty and her father will not with - 


hold their forgiveneſs.“ 
The old man, through affection to his 


child, eaſily forgave him what was paſt, 


and her eyes fully expreſſed her willing- 


neſs to give him an opportunity of make- 
ing amends for his former cruel neglect. 
All recriminations over this happy 


groupe looked forward to ſcenes of feli- 


city, which they had no doubt would be 
ſo much the ſweeter in enjoyment from 
having been ſo long intimately acquaint- 
ed with the reverſe. Mr. Clements, how- 

1 ever 


a 
ever, could not conſider his pardon com- 
pletely ratified unleſs Patty would conſent 
to their marriage, a propoſition on his 
part which her fluttering heart could not 
refuſe having obtained this requeſt, ge 
next ſued that an early day ſhould be 
fixed for their union, and then inſiſted 
they ſhould leave their generous bene- 
factor and accompany him to Copt-Hall, 
the name of his ſeat—a chaiſe was pro- 
vided for that purpoſe, but they did not 
depart without beſtowing many prayers 
ſor the happineſs of him whoſe humane 
heart had been the inſtrument of pre- 
ſerving them for this day of delight, and 
cntreating that he would ſometimes add 
to their joys by honouring Copt-Hall 
with his preſence. | 


e Aare. 


NAP TER MA. 
. A DEAT H—T he GRATEFUL DoMESTIC. 


Lavinia in the mean time enjoyed 
a great ſhare of contentment with Mrs. 
Spencer, in whoſe ſociety ſhe found 
great pleaſure and ſatisfadtion though 
advanced in years, ſhe did not poſleſs 
the petulance or ill humour, that fre- 
quently accompanies age. 

She was lively, and by every effort 
endeavoured to reſtore Lavinia's mind 
to peace and ſerenity, whoſe gentle man- 
ners daily increaſed the old Lady's re- 
gard, nor did her efforts prove ineffec- 
tual, for by degrees the perſecuted maid 


recovered her ſerenity, tho' ſhe found 
all 


* 
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all wp fortitude neceſſary on the occa- 
ſion—ſtill ſometimes, in the moment of 
ſolitude, Frederick would obtrude him- 
ſelf into her remembrance; ſhe viſhed 
to know whether he was happy, and 
what had induced him to marry Lady 
Matilda. However as much as poſſible 
ſhe tried to dri ve the painful recollec- 


tion away, and for that purpoſe ſcareely 


ever indulged ſolitude and reflection, 
conſidering them as unwelcome gueſts; 
her time now paſſed not unpleaſantly, 
and ſhe looked forward to a total poſ- 
ſeſſion of her of her wonted peace 
but for wiſe purpſes, Heaven often diſ- 


turbs our repoſe, and by ſhewing us the 


iuſtability of all human happineſs, places 
before us a leſſon, by which we may 
be informed that as perfect tranquility is 
not the lot of mortals, we ought to place 
our hopes, our hearts on the world to 


come! never forgetting that fi 
Man is Nor, but is always to BE bleſt. 


VOL Il, H Mrs, 
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Mrs. Spencer was advanced i in years. 
Lavinia j in her peaceſul retirement had 
almoſt forgotten that death would not 
ſtop long ere he called her benefactreſs 

away. The good old Lady fell ill, 
the lamp of life was nearly exhauſted, 
and ſhe felt ſhe muſt die the know- 
ledge gave her not pain, becauſe ſhe 
had uniſormly followed the diQates of 
virtue—the only pang ſhe felt was ſor 
the amiable Lavinia, whom ſhe was go- 
ing to leave friendleſs and forlorn. 

Mrs. Spencer was in poſſeſſion only of 
an annuity, which at the death of her 
huſband, ſhe had purchaſed, however, 
her mode of living was inferior to her 
income, and ſhe had ſaved ſomething, 
not very inconſiderable, which, with all 
her ſurniture, ſhe bequeathed to Lavi- 
nia, to whom ſhe gave ſome ſalutary ad- 
vice, and after a few days confinement 
to her room, bid adieu to this world. 
Miſs 
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xc; 


Miſs Oſmond. was deeply. afliged 


not ſo, much for the forlorn condition i in 
which ſhe was left, as for the loſs of In 
lincere a friend, for the death of « one 
who had behaved to her with the tender- 
neſs of a mother. 

After paying the laſt 7 of 1 
tion to the memory of her lamented be- 
nefafreſs, the ſeeing her depoſited in 


the grave, Lavinia began to conſider 


= 


how ſhe ſhould diſpoſe # herſelf. 
In money, Mrs. Spencer had left her 


about three hundred pounds—the ſurni- 
ture, Books, &c. was worth between one 


and two more, thele ſhe reſolved to diſ- 


poſe of, and having done ſo, determined 
on going to London. EE 

Her amiable behaviour had rendered 
her no leſs dear to the ſervants, than to 
their departed miſtreſs; ſhe knew they 
would be afflifted at being diſchar- 
ged, but ſhe could not poſſibly keep 


them, —the two females were very 
HS © much 


1 


much grieved at the thoughts of leaving 
her; but ſne repreſenting the abſolute 
neceſſity for its being ſo, paid them their 
wages, and gave to each a genteel pre- 
ſent, as a token of her eſteem. 

The man had lived in the family r ma- 
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ny years; had been entirely devoted 


to the ſervice of Mrs. Spencer, and no- 
thing could have ſhaken his attachment, 
he was grey headed, and much advan- 
ced in years. Lavinia was deeply af- 
flicted at the thoughts of his being leſt 
deſlitute — ſhe reſolved therefore, beſides 
his ſalary, to give bim thirty pounds, as 
a legacy left him by his late miſtreſs, in 

hopes it might be the means of making 
him comfortable for the few years he 
had to come.— When he came into the 
room, the money lay on the table, ſhe 
pointed to it, and ſtated it to be his, in 
the manner ſhe had previouſly determi- 
ned. The old man bruſhed a tear 


away 
; * 


r 


away with his coat, and looked for ſome 
time ruefully at the money : 

Mp Plague on it, why ſhould I bave the 
« money, it will do me no good; there 
* take it again, and let me go with you. 
« I'll ſerve you faithfully, indeed, miſ- 
« trels, Iwill; my poor lady loved you, 
« and ſo do I. Pray let me go with you 
40 madam.” Lavinia was much affected 
by this ſpeech, but repreſented to bim 
the impoſhbility of complying with his 
requeſt, as ſhe had no home, and was 
hardly determined where the ſhould 

\ herſelf. 1 

Why, that now is the very reaſon 
*I ſhould go; you will want ſomebody 
« tq attend you, and what have I done 
e that you ſhould take another? beſides i it 
_ © ar'n'tproper you ſhould go alone, ſome 
harm will come to you; and then T 
« ſhall never forgive myſelf; I'll down 
on my knees, if you will not refuſe 
H 25 «© me 


. 4 ”_ | \ 1 a | |; | 


« me, and down on bis ies the old 
man dropped. _ 

yo William, replied Lavinia, J thank 
ec © you,” " ſhe could not go on further; 
ſhe made a motion to him to riſe, but 
he would not. 

« Why madam, you know how young 
Se © ladies are ſubjeR to ill treatment when 
alone, therefore pray let me gol; you'll 
*« break my heart you will if you don't” 
With much difficulty ſhe perſuaded 
him to riſe, but it was in vain ſhe deſi- 
red him to take his money, nor would 
he do it, until ſhe threatened him with 
ber everlaſting diſpleaſure. Eg 
Early the next morning, ſhe hired 4 

. polt- chaiſe, and putting her trunks i into 
it, containing her whole fortune, ſhe 
bade adieu with many a tear, to the 
bouſe of her dear Mrs. Spencer. She 
conſidered within herſelf during herz jour- 
ney to town, what ſhe ſhould do on her 


ral; but could come to no other de- 
termination 
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termination, but remain at the inn where | 
ſhe ſhould put up, until he had an op- 
portunity of ſettling herſelf. Notwith- 
ſtanding her partiality for Lady Clare- 
ville, both Lord Walton and Lady Ma- 
tilda's marriage rendered it neceſſary 
for her to avoid that family. _ 

Upon her arrival at the inn, ſhe was 
ſhewn 1 into a room, where ſhe had not 
remained many minutes, when ſhe heard 
a confuſed noiſe in the yard, and a voice 

exclaim, « J "tell you it is miſtreſs's 
0 trunk.“ She thought the voice was not 
unknown to her ſhe was ſurpriſed, but 
her aſtoniſhment was increaſed by the 
door being opened, and old William 
coming in with her trunk.“ Adsniggers, 
« madam, that fellow Wore not let me 

o bring your trunk in.” 

„ Good heavens, William, bow came 
« you here?” | | 
Why, madam, notwithſtanding” you 
9 forbade me going with you, I thought 
H4 « vithin 


the power of keeping him. 
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«© within myſelf there could be no harm 
in ſollowing, and ſo I took a horſe: 


from the place where you had your 


e chaiſe, W kept cloſe behind you all- 3 


« the way.” 
Penetrated with gratitude, Lavinia 


thook him by the hand, and told mm 
that fince he was ſo deſirous of ſerving ' 


her, he ſhould continue while ſhe * 


D 


Thank you, thank you; ay, ſerve. 
* you, that I will as long as I a ſaid 


he, jumping with joy. 
She had ſtated to the landlady bank in- 


tentions of remaining there for a few 


days, and was very comfortably acgom= 
modated.— In the morning as ſhe ſat at 
breakfaſt, amuſing herſelf over the newf- 

paper, ſhe was ſtruck with an advertiſe. 
ment, which ſeemed to be exactly what 
the wanted.—It was for a young lady 
who would take an active part in the 
management of the millinery buſineſs, 


and 


A 
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and who would be taken in as a 
partner; one from the country would be 
9 preferred, and a {mall premium expect- 
ed taking down the direction, and leav- 
ing William in charge of her things, La- 
vinia ſet out in a hackney coach for the 
place; ſhe found the lady at home, who 
ſeemed prodigiouſly pleaſed with ber, 
and, after ſome little converſation, con- 
ſented to take her in partnerſhip for fifty 
pounds. — The money was no conſidera- 
tion with Miſs "Oſmond, whoſe object 
was an agreeable ſituation; ſhe there- 
fore agreed to the lady's terms, and eve- 
ry thing was ſettled between them, and 
ſhe was immediately to come into the 
houſe: the lady could not however un- 
dertake to accommodate William, but 
promiſed to procure him a lodging cloſe, 
by. Pleaſed with the affability of the. 
lady, Lavinia returned to -the inn for 
her e d brought them to Mrs. 
| Wilmott 8 

Hg 
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Wilmott's, (the 1 name of the lady) who 
received her with renewed pleaſure. 

The firſt afternoon Mrs. Wilmott ob. 
ſerved, ſhould be dedicated to reſt, and 
that ſhe herſelf would leave off work, in 
order to enjoy the company of her new 
2 partner more freely. * 

Lavinia could not help thinking but 
that ſome guardian angel noy attended 
her, and by way of atoning for her for- 
mer calamities, had conducted her to an 
„Esrecable aſylum— Mrs. Wilmott was 
very aſſiduous in her attention, expreſſ- 
* many a viſh that they ſhould be hap- 
oy together, and hinted, once or twice in 
the courſe of the evening, a defire to be 
informed of the particulars of her circum- 


| "ances, friends, and ſituation. 


- 
* * 2 = 
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On fo light an acquaintance, Lavi- 
nia did not think it prudent to repoſe 
more confidence in her than was neceſ- 
ſary. She therefore merely ſtated that 
her neareſt friend was juſt dead,” and: 
* | that 


A RLE T. , us. 


at her * friends were at FP dil 
tance. This viſible reſerve did not 
__ eſcape the penetrating eye of Mrs. Wil- 
mott, who, in conſequence behaved with 
more caution, tho' ſtill with much re- 
ſpect and politeneſs. | 
After ſpending an agreeable evening 
Lavinia retired to her chamber, thankful 
for having fo ſoon met with a-ſituation 
that would place her above dependance, 
above being ſubje& to the pride and in- 
ſolence of titles or wealth, or the diffi- 
cCulties that muſt have attended an un- 
_ſettled;life. _ 
Sleep ſoon ſealed up her 1 1 75 BEN 
ſhe fell into a comfortable repoſe ; about . 
midnight a loud noiſe awakened her; ſhe” 


liſtened, and a confuſed ſound of voices 


feemed to proceed from below; ſhe was. 
alarmed; however the noiſe ſoon ceaſed, 
and the fell to ſleep again. I 
The next morning ſhe m 
hat ſhe had heard to Mrs. Wilmott, 
4 whe 
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who replied that ſhe was ſometimes ſub. 
ject to fits, and had been taken very ill 
with one in the night. and was obliged 
to call up her ſervants. | 

Perfectly ſatisfied with the reaſon gi- 
ven, Lavinia very much pitied Mrs. 
Wilmott, on her being ſo afflicted. 

After breakfaſt they proceeded to bu- 
fineſs, which Miſs Oſmond ſet about 
with much alacrity, reſolving not to loſe 
Mrs. Wilmott's good opinion by want of 
Gy. 6 
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CHAPTER XLV. 


RURAL MAsQUERADE. 


AR LEY ſtill continued his melan- 
choly, every thing grew dull and tedi- 
ous; and though once paſſionately fond 
of the country, it had now no charms 
for him; while ſuch was the diſpoſition 
of his mind he was a poor companion for 
Lady Matilda, who, at beſt had little 
veneration for the country. The ſum- 
mer was in its height, of courſe it was in 
vain to think of returning to town; ſhe 
therefore turned all her thoughts howto 


. that time which now hung ſo ver 
heavy 


Er; 


heavy upon her hands. The weather 
was remarkable fine, the nights warm 
and pleaſant. A Fancy Ball in that part 
of the country ſhe thought would be no 
leſs a novelty than entertaining, the idea 
delighted her, and ſhe communicated it 
to Frederick, who permitted her willingly 
to purlue her inclinations, and to make 
whatever preparations ſhe thought proper 
or neceſſary. 
Behind the houſe there was a beau- 
tiful lawn perfectly level, bounded en 
each fide by a row of trees; this was 
fuited exactly to her purpoſe, for be- 
tween each tree ſhe intended feſtoons of 
natural flowers ſhould be placed, and 
that coloured lamps ſhould be diſperſed 
among them, with temporary alcoves 


raiſed at equal diſtances for the accom- 


modation of the company. Workmen 
vVere immediately ſent for, and in lefs 
khan a fortnight every thing was com- 
pleted according to her wiſhes; the day 

F | was 


- 1A "hp 
vas fixed, and cards of invitation were 
ent to every genteel family for 9 7 5 
miles round the county. 

Lady Matilda reſolved ts appear in the 
character of Diana, her dreſs was choſen 

with taſte and elegance, her hair was 
dreſſed in a negligent manner, on the 
front a half moon of diamonds were 
placed, and the fout-enſemble of her dreſs 
and perſon had a beautiful effect. 
Frederick refolved to wear a domino, 
not having ſpirits to undergo the fatigue 
of a charafter. The important day ar- 
rived and Lady Matilda was in excellent 
ſpirits; about eight o'clock the maſks be- 
gan to aſſemble, and at ten there Were 
| about three hundred pretent. 

The night was particularly favourable 
for the amuſement, and although at ſuch 
a diſtance from the metropolis, Lady © . 
| Matilda's Maſquerade could boaſt the 
uſual aſſemblage of ſailors, harlequins, - 
NR orange girls, nuns, clowns, thep- 

ine! herds. 


* 
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berds and ſhepherdeſles, chimney ſweep- 
ers, and Turkiſh monarchs, and equally 
out of character. 
Frederick was merely a ſpeQator, as 
it ſerved only to remind him how differ- 
ently. he had enjoyed the laſt amuſe- 
ment of this kind; the recollection made 
him almoſt inſenſible to the company, 
yet among the motley groupe he could 
not help obſerving one maſk that repre- 
ſented Silence; on his garment were 
painted a number of mouths, but on 
each a finger was placed; his finger alſo 
conſtantly on his own mouth; this cha- 
rater ſeemedtofollow Lady Matilda at a 
diſtance the whole evening, which, tho' 
Frederick obſerved he did not pay much 
attention to; at length the maſk came 
and pulled him by the domino, beckoning 
Arley to follow; he did ſo, but without 
any particular reaſon; he led him toa little 
temple not far off the lawn, and ſtopping 
1. be 007, which was not quite ſhut, 
. 


peeped in, and then pointed for Fre- 


derick to do the ſame; conſidering, it a 
whimſical circumſtance he obey ed, but 
what was his aſtoniſhment to behold Lady 


Matilda ſetting on a ſopha with a maſk 
beſide her repreſenting Endymion; this 
vas ſo mark d a union of characters, that 
Frederick could not help thinking it was 
purpoſely done, and meant more than a 
maſquerade frolic ;—he reſolved to liſten 
to their diſcourſe, and to this he was. 


prompted by Silence, who put a paper in 

his hand, on which was written the fol- 
lowing ſentence i! — _ 

« Aft not raſily — Time will au a- 

ait Obherve Liften 


Frederick's attention was ſoon engroſſed 
buy their diſcourſe to the following ef- 


fest 


« My dear Lady Matilda, (ſaid che | 


% maſk of Endymion) talk not of him, 
« does he not deſert thee ? leave 96 in 
a ee 


ec Tow 2 
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« True, Sir, but ſtill I have no rea- 
* ſon to complain; he thwarts my incli- 
nation in nothing, permits me to follow 
© my pleaſure; ought not I then to ſuffer 
« him to purſue his, and that too without 
e repining ?” 

% Purſue his pleaſures! aye, Lady 
« Matilda, I could, but J admire your 
« ſentiments, and therefore will not , 

What mean you, Sir George 2 

«No matter, it ſhall be buried in 
« filence—it would but diſturb your 
« peace, and therefore the ſecret, as far 
relates to my ſelf, ſhall ever remain 
« ſg,” | 

« What ſecret, Sir George ? I entreat 
you to tell me what you mean by this 
* ambiguity 30 

«No, madam, my friendſhip, my 
« eſteem for your SENG me to be 
0 filent,” | 
+-- «© The not knowing to what theſe in- 


| © ſinuations. tend, will -pain; me much 
r "2 more 


c more. than if 1 were - uarica with 
i the worſt you can tell me by the 
cc friendſhip which you profeſs forme I 
« entreat you to ſatisfy the curjoſity 
« which you have raiſed.” 

« Would I had not given you a hint 
cc of it, but now I dare not difobey ;— 


© know then, madam, that theſe plea- 


© ſures which you ſo contentedly permit 


« him to purſue, are all found in the com- 


ce pany « of a miſtreſs.” 
"A miſtreſs! oh no, Sir Woes % is 


0 impoſſible.” 


3 e am glad you think ſo, my dear 
ce Lady Matilda, as in this inftance 1 had 


te much rather have my veracity ſuſpett-· 


ee ed, than you ſhould believe 10 di- 


* * agreeable a truth? 


ei Sir George | q but T cannot be- 


{0 
et ede! we” 


« 35 proefs. can convince you, I have 


e no doubt but in a few days I ſhall be 


| & «able togive you notice of their meeting. 
"7 | « will 


* 
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e will conſult you farther about it— 
* but let us return to the company Tor 
« the preſent.” | | 

Frederick was- in a rage, and would 
have burſt into the temple, if his un- 
known guide had not prevented him— 
for the firſt time jealouſy took poſſeſſion 
of Arley's breaſt; be watched Lady 
Matilda from that moment, and con- 
tinued to do ſo until the company depart- 
ed, which was not before late in the 
morning ; and then much fatigued in 
body and mind he retired to bed; the 
diſcourſe he had heard deeply affected 
him Lady Matilda's readineſs in Men 
ſtrued into an \ encouragement for a tory 
of another kind—The fatigue of the pre- 
ceding night was an excuſe for them 
both to conceal their uncaſineſs, the en- 
ſuing day. F rederick's favorite walk was 
through a row of elms, at the bottom of 


it there was a bench, on which he oſten 
vis 5 , ſat 
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ſat to read; walking thither the following 
morning, he was much aſtoniſhed to ſee 
a female genteelly dreſſed ſetting there 
in a diſconſolate attitude—as ſoon as he 
got to the bench he addreſſed her with 
much politeneſs, declared his ſuſpicion 
of her being in diſtreſs, and offered her 
his aſſiſtance. 

« Oh, Sir, (ſhe replied) you are too 
good, 1 am indeed in much diſtreſs,” — 
ſhe then related to him a piteous ſtory 
that ſhe had been betrayed into the 
houſe of a vile woman, who had threat- 
ened her with a priſon unleſs ſhe con- 
ſented to infamy—that the horrible ideas 
ſhe entertained of a priſon made her con- 
ſent, but that ſhe had found means to | 
elcape, and deſirous of getting to her 
friends, who reſided ſome diſtance far= 
ther, ſhe had wandered thus far with 
much diſtreſs and difficulty; but fatigued 
by the heat of the day, and almoſt ex- 
Hated, ſhe had taken the liberty of 


coming 
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coming into the 1 to reſt herſel;f at 
the concluſion of which ſhe fainted away, 
E ie was much affected by this tale 
of diſtreſs, and the ſeeming pathetic 
manner in which it was related; raiſing 
her therefore up in his arms, be lifted 
her upon the ſeat, and placed himſelf by 
the ſide of ber; when ſhe recovered, he 
gave her what money he bad about him, 
direQing her at the ſame time to take a 
lodging at the next village, till ſhe could 
procure. a conveyance to the place - 
ſhe was going. —The female thanked 
him and departed. We 
Continuing his walk be fell i in a train 
of reflections on the villainy of the 
world, and the various ways by which 
wilery 3 is entailed on mankind. | 
Buy an intimation from Sir George, 
Lady Matilda had been a diſtant wit- 
neſs of the foregoing ſcene ſhe ſaw 
Arley with the female in his arms, ſhe 


oo him fit on the a by her ide, and 
ſhe 


— 


ſhe no cs had a doubt of his Wem 
ſtaney; ſhe returned to the houſe, and 
agreeable, therefore, to'a' promiſe the 
had made to Sir George, ſhe wrote bin 
the following note: R 
Jo Sir GroRGE Mor rox, Bart. 

« Sir, | 
I am convinced of the eiith of 
« your information, and think myſelf 
« under obligations to you for your 
« friendſhip. — Oh, Sir George! I am 
« far from happy, the knowledge of 
« Mr. Arley's inconſtancy, has planted 
« a thorn never to be extracted from the 
« breaſt of, Sir, 


« Your moſt obliged, 

3 Matilda Arley.” 
| To which Sir George returned this anſwer: 
To Lady MaTilDA ARLEY. _ 


Dear Madam, 

„ Tho I feel, deeply feel for your 
« unhappy * yet it affords me 
” ſome 


** | 
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« ſome conſolation to know you are fa. 
ce tisfied with my conduQt—I cannot ad- 
r vance any thing in palliation of Mr. 
Arley's conduct to neglett that beauty 
© which any other man would adore; 
cc believe me it is too atrocious ;—I wiſh 
« much to ſee you, I have ſomething 
+ < particular to communicate; I will be 
e in my favorite temple on Monday even- 
* ing next if you will favour me with 
t your company. 
] have the honour to be, 
« Dear Madam, 
« Yourmolt obedient ſervant, 
«George Molton.” 

Lady 'Matilda was ſo exaſperated at 
Arley's ſuppoſed falſchood, and ſome- 
what little pleaſed at Sir George's flatte- 
ry and attention, that improper as a pri- 
vate meeting might be, ſhe reſolved to 

meet him at the appointed place. 
Frederick 's uneaſineſs in the mean 
time - increafed; . the diſcourfe he had 
n heard 


bench in the . of the a 
was for ever 3 NPY in his thoughts, 
and he had no longer any dependance 
upon her affection, concluding that a 
huſband has but a ſmall ſecurity in a 
wife, who liſtens to the inſinuation; or 
flattery of another. 

As he was letting one evening in the 
library, a note was brought him from 
the female he had met in the grove, de- 
| firing to fee him inſtantly ; he obeyed 
the ſummons, and-walked to the village : 
in his way thither through the park, he 
obſerved a man at the end of the grove, 
wrapped up in a great coat, with his hat 
flapped over his eyes, who ſeemed to 
retire as he approached. . | 

When he got to the bale. where the 
female lodged, he found her very ill 

« Oh! Sir, ſaid ſhe, I have deceived . 
« you; the ſtory I told you was merely 
invention; Sir George Molton brought 
«© me hither for the purpoſe of meeting + 
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te you in the place I did; ang to try by a 
« tale ofdiſtrels, to draw you into conver. 
« ſation; beingſ taken ſuddenly ill this 


. <, morning, I conſidered it as a puniſh- 


« ment for my impoſition, and I reſolved 
© to tell you the whole truth, for I fear 
« Sir George has ſome evil deſigns againſt 
% .you—haſten then home, for I ſaw him 
« this morning, and he told me that he 
« had an appointment to meet Lady 
ec Matilda.“ 

« The villain, (exclaimed Frederick) 
then all my conjeQures are true, but 
te he ſhall not eſcape my vengeance.” - 

The man he had met muffled up in a 
great coat, ruſhed into his mind; he did 


not doubt but it was Sir George, and 


therefore returned in haſte; he bad 
croſſed the wood at the end of the paik, 
and was proceeding towards the lawn, 
when paſſing the fatal temple to which 
Silence had led him, he thought he heard 


a murmuring, went towards it—and 
there 
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there beheld Lady Matilda and Sir 
George folded in each other's arms: 

« Villain, damnable villain,” faid he, 
pubAitig into the gte I/ Matil- 
da ſcreamed ; Sir George ſtarted, and 
with a wonderful agility ſprang out of 
the temple, and flew like lightning acroſs 
the lawn ; Frederick followed; but could 
not overtake him—foaming with rage, 
he went into the houſe, and ordered the 
travelling chaiſe to be got ready imme- 
diately ; he then walked up to Lady 

Matilda's room, to which place ſhe bad 
retired. 

So, madam, in this manner have 
ce you rewarded me—but I will not up- 
rc braid you; your own ſenſe of the 
« guilt ſhall be your puniſhment. I have 
« ordered the chaiſe to be got ready, 4 
© it will convey you to your father's; 
« beneath this roof you ſhall not lee 
* another night.” LO! 
| "By 


Y "oj 
= . 
- 3 


of 


AAN 
Io this Lady Matilda replied not a 
word, ſhe ſeemed unable to ſpeak, and 
putting her hand to her head, with a ſup- 
plicating look, ſeemed to implore Fre. 
derick's pardon, and that he would not 
inſtantly turn her out of doors. 
Frederick, who never loſt fight of hu. 

manity, thought ſhe looked ill—ſhe faint. 

cd; he therefore countermanded the or- 
der, and calling the ſervants to her 
aſſiſtance, left her, with a mind torn by 
the moſt violent agitation. 
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The CONSRUENER of INFIDRLITY, 


HorROR and Remorſe now took 
poſſeſſion of the boſom of Lady Matilda; 
the reflettion of Arley's ſuppoſed infi- 
delity gave her no conſolation nor could 

ſhe now conſider his offences as any pal- 
liation for her guilt—ſhe found ſhe had 
been the dupe of her own credulity and 
the artifice of a villain—which, together 
with the idea of Arley's juſt reſentment 
and being expoſed to the world, had ſuch 
an effedt upon her ſpirits that it drew on 
a fever, and upon a phyſician being fent 
for he declared her life to be in danger. 

Upon the ſecond day ſhe grew deli- 
rious and her fever increaſed to an alarm- 
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ing degree — This was not a time ſor one 
of Arley's diſpoſition to entertain any 
thoughts of reſentment, he therefore or- 
dered her every degree of attention wick 
as much tenderneſs as if nothing had 
happened Finding her delirium inereaſe 
and the phyſician declining to give the 
ſmalleſt hopes of her recovery, he ſent 
off an expreſs to Lord and Lady Clare- 
ville to acquaint them with the melan- 
choly ſituation of their daughter. 

After ſome days the delirium abated 
and Lady Matilda appeared ſenſible of 
her approaching diſſolution—in this ſtate 
ſhe requeſted Arley would indulge ber 
wich a few moments audience by him- 
ſelf, as ſhe had ſomething particular to 
fay to him—he readily acquieſced in her 
requeſt, and having ſeated himſelf * 
her bedſide ſhe thus addreſſed himm 
My beloved Arley, yes, permit me 
perhaps for the laſt time to call you 


o, for 1 feel 1 I thall very ſoon bid 
mw; ! adieu 
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e adieu to this life, yet before I die I 
wiſh to obtain your forgiveneſs, not 
« only for that guilt with which you. are; 
© acquainted, but alſo for ſome: part of, 
% my-condutt as yet unknown Upon 
your firſt introduction to our family by! 
© my brother Charles m$ heart was taught 
«.a paſſion it was till then a ſtranger to: 
with tormenting ſenſations I beheld, 
your encreaſing affettion for Miſs Oſ- 
mond, but which I nevertheleſs en- 
tertained hopes of ſurmounting, until 
« miſtaking me for her at the maſque- 
rade you made me a witneſs of your 
* with to marry her—from that moment 
I determined to ruin her in your eſ- 
' teem, or get her conveyed away from 
your knowledge—in the latter: I was 
aſſiſted by Lord Walton, for upon my 
throwing out ſome inſinuations againſt 
her character, he contrived: one morn- 
ing when ſhe was walking out, to car- 
* her off: this being effected I e 
: I4 her 


A R I. T. 
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ger hand writing and ſent you a letter 


c 
131 
ec 
cc 


ec 


purporting that ſhe had conſented to 
accept the offers of another—how well 
my ſcheme ſucceeded I need not re- 
8 late, but the day after our arrival in 


town from Scotland a letter came from 
her to you, requeſting your aſſiſtance 


to deliver her from Walton's power 
as it happened to be brought up while 


you was abſent, and knowing the hand 


writing I made no heſitation of break- 


ing it open, peruſing the contents, and 


afterwards fecreting of it, and which 
you will now find in my cabinet—ſo, 
far relates to the injury 1 have done 


Miſs Oſmond, in depriving her of 
the honour you intended—it now re- 


mains that I ſhould account for my 
baſe criminality, for although it may 


not be an excuſe for my guilt, yet it 


may induce you to be more inclined 


to grant me your pardon, fince it 


never would hays bappened had not I 


« been 
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c been informed by Sir George Molton 
% that you negletted me for another, 
« and afterwards feen you together in 
« the grove at the bottom of the patk— 
« My God, (interrupted Arley) what 
« an unfortunate error! that female was 
« then repreſenting to me a tale of diſ- 
« treſs, has ſince confeſſed her impoſi- 
« tion, and that ſhe was placed there 
« on purpoſe by that villain.” 
« This is a ſtroke, indeed to Ford 
% that my ſuſpicions were as unjuſt as 
« my conduct unjuſtifiable is more than 
« I was prepared to mect—F rom that 
„ circumſtance, however, my pride was 
* alarmed, and I was weak enough to, 
« liſten to his artifice—in a note. ] re- 
« ceived from him he inſinuated that lie: 4 
had ſome farther particulars to com- 
municate, and requeſted me to give 
him a meeting in the temple by the 
« fide of the lawn —I conſented—he 
40 came, and perſuaded me you. were-at 
= +. A 9855 8 
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* that moment with your miſtreſs, ang. 


oh! that the fatal conſequences could 
be buried in oblivion—Remorſe has 
brought me to that puniſhmenFUue to 


* my crime, and I have nothing more 
« than your pardon to hope for in this 
© world; aſſured of that it would be 
« an alleviation to my ſufferings, and 1 
* ſhould die content.” 

As T ſhall hope for pardon {epic 
Frederick) at that awful moment when 
« ] am arraigned by my Maker for my 
« offences dat him, ſo do 1 freely 
al « forgive and pity you.“ 3 

She ſcebly preſſed his hand to her lips 
but could ſay no more; her irength 
was exhauſted, and there were evident 
ſigns of her ſpeedy diſſolution — Fre- 
derick called in her attendants but they 


could no longer render her any; aſſiſt- 
ance ; laying ſome few moments, as it 
were, in a ſtate of contention with death, 


He caſt a piteous affectionate look at 


1 


„ 


Arley, aaa a deep 60. and baun 
a groan expired. 81 a1; 1800. * 
Such was the de: 4 gi Lady 

Matilda Arley — ſad victim of. decęit; 

credulity and ſuſpicion With a diſpo- 

ftion inflamed by diſappointment, ſhe 
eagerly adopted any means to obtain the 
gratification of ber wiſhes with a heart 
not prone to vice, yet too lightly, aec⸗ 
quainted with the dictates of virtue, ſhe 
| was eafily enſnared by artifice and prompt- 
ed to give way to her paſſions—thoſe few 
who. were acquainted with the real cauſe 
of the death of. the lady from whom this 
was drawn, will not think her character 


eoloured beyond what it was in life, or 


the noble family Injured by its being re- 
eorded, ſince it may poſlibly i induce ſome 
artleſs inexperienced female, on perufin ng 
theſe pages, to reflect and one moment 8. 
reflection will convince her that the ap- 


probation of conſcience is more valua- 


ble chan che poſſeſſion of what. her heart 
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may pine for and teach her to believe 
that the unfortunate Lavinia had that 
peace within ker boſom which the ſuc. 
ceſsful Lady Matilda was a ſtranger to— 
from this ſhe may alſo learn the expe- 
rienced truth, that Vice, 


© Tho? for a time ſhe proſper in her courſe, 
Yet Virtue ſhould not therefore be diſmay'd, 
Or tempted to deſert her even path ; 

For Heaven, at length, ſhall upon Vice beſtow 
Her puniſhment—On V irtue, her reward, 


1x 
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A Discovery. > 


To ſay that Frederick was deeply af- 
fliaed for the death of Lady Matilda, 
would be to advance a falſehood, for 
though he had held her in eſteem, love 
had no place for her in his breaſt; how- 
ever he regretted that ſhe died in the 
commiſſion of crimes, for which ſhe had 
not ſufficient time to make atonement to 
Heaven. 2 
Lord Clareville's family were much 
concerned for the loſs of their daughter, 
notwithſtanding her death pievented any 
ſtigma from being caſt on their family, 
for 


LE 
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may pine for —and teach her to believe 
that the unfortunate Lavinia had that 
peace within ker boſom which the ſuc. 
ceſsful Lady Matilda was a ſtranger to 
from this ſhe may alſo learn the expe. 
rienced truth, that Vice, 


* Tho? for a time ſhe proſper in her courſe, 
Vet Virtue ſhould not therefore be diſmay d, 
Or tempted to deſert her even path; 

For Heaven, at length, ſhall upon Vice beſtow 

Her puniſhment—On Virtue, her reward. 
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A Discovery. 1 


To ſay that Frederick was deeply af- 
lied for the death of Lady Matilda, 
would be to advance a falſehood, for 
though he had held her in eſteem, love 
had no place for her in his breaſt; how- 
ever he regretted that ſhe died in the 
' commiſſion of crimes, for which ſhe had 
not ſufficient time to make atonement to 
Heaven. | 1 
Lord Clareville's family were much 
concerned for the loſs of their daughter, 
notwithſtanding her death pievented any 


ſligma from being caſt on their family, 
for 


18 


for Arley was too noble to reflect on the 
aſhes of the dead. 
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| the 


After the ſuneral ofa were over, 3 
be began to look into the fituation of 
his affairs, which for ſome time he had 
ſtrangely negleted. —To his ſurpriſe he 
diſcovered them much deranged; he 
had expended great ſums during the lat- 
ter part of his reſidence in town, added 
to which Lady Matilda was very extra- 
vagant, and by her alterations, had cre- 
ated debts to a larger amount than * 1 


was able to pay. 


| himſelf, but by diffic 
eſtate, and which 


— 


Ibis circumſtance diſtreſſed him en 
much, as he ſaw no way of retrieving 
boſing of part of his 

& had always hoped 
to leave, if not imp ved, atleaſt as en- 
tire and unincumbered as he received. 
it, One day ruminating over his papers, 
he opened, A cabinet, his mother when 


dying Had deſired him not to part with 
| Hier fake; his curioſity had never in- 


duced 


* 


ARTZT. wiv 
duced him to examine its contents, and 
which poſſibly he never would have done, 
but from meeting with it when he was. 
entirely at a loſs for employment; 
proceeding from draw to draw, he at 
length met with a bond of his uncle's to 
his father for twenty thouſand pounds; 
this was ſo agreeable a ſurpriſe in his pre 


ſent cireumſtances, that it was with 


difficulty he could perſuade himſelf that 


it was not cancell d; he turn'd it over 


and over again; ſtill he found it com- 
plete, and the ſeals unimpaired that 
fuch a latge ſum ſhould have been unno- 
ticed by his mother puzzled him exceed 
ingly, till looking agi into the drawer 
he obſerved a note in her hand wein 
with theſe contents. 
Fearful that my Frederick's gene- 


« rous diſpoſition. may lead him into 


ee difficulties, I leave this bond unno- 


« ticed; in- thoſe moments, if ſuch be 
by * ſhould experience, he may be indu-. 


« ced 
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* ced to ſearch the cabinet which I ſhal 
« recommend to his care, and diſco. 
« yer an unexpetted relief. —Find it 
« when he may 1t 1s his, and he may not 
« blame the, I hope, fruitleſs precau- 
« tion of a fond parent.” 

= Excellent woman,” exclaimed Fre. 
derick. with rapture and tears of joy; 


excellent mother, thy caution has been 


« wiſe, and its effects ſhall not be loſt.” 

The ſilence of old Arley upon the ſub. 
jedd, ſtruck him very forcibly, and he 
had no doubt but the money-getting 
eit would have willingly cheated him 
of it; he therefore reſolved to go to town 
immediately, and claim inſtant payment. 
He needed little preparation, and having 
nothing to leave behind, that he regret- 
ted the abſence of, the next day he ſet 
out again for the metropolis, with no 
other ſenſations than the - pleaſure he 


= ſhould receive in being enabled to an- 


wer every demand againſt him. 
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CHAPTER XLVIIL 


A REscus. 


VV "HILE theſe matters were tranſatt- 
ing in the country, Mils Oſmond in her 
new ſituation conducted herſelf with 
diligence and alacrity, yet the buſineſs 
was very inferior to what ſhe had been 
taught to expect, which although of no 1 
real conſequence to her, ſhe thought ne- 
ceſſary to mention to Mrs. Wilmott, who 
by way of excuſe, informed her that the 
genteel families being out of town during 
the ſummer vas the occaſion of it, but | 


when the winter approached ſhe would 
N find 
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- find it fully" adequate 1 to "_ the bat 
ſtated. 

This wendy ſatisfied „ 400 2 
Mrs. Wilmott having often propoſed par. 
ties of pleaſure to her, to which ſhe had 
conſtantly made an objedtion, fearful of 
meeting Lord Walton, upon being 
preſſed very ſtrongly one afternoon ſhe 
agreed to accompany her to nn 
in the evening. 

Lavinia had never ſeen Vauxhall bo 
fore, it is therefore not extraordinarv, 
that the decorations of the place, and 
the novelty of the ſcene delighted her. 
Mrs. Wilmott was alſo in very great ſpi- 
Tits, and took much pains to entertain 
her companion; they had not walked 
long before they were joined by a middle 
aged gentleman; Mrs. Wilmott addreſſed 
him as a relation, and introduced him to 
Miſs Oſmond as ſuch, and one whom ſhe 
was very glad to ſee—after/a few turns 
round the Gardens, be propoſed ſupper, 
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ARLEY. a 
to which Mrs. Wilmott conſented, and 


Lavinia having no voice, it was ordered 
and prepares. [ 
After ſupper, and Ae E few 
glaſſes of wine, about one o clock they 
returned home, the gentleman eſcorting 
them; when they came home he politely 
took leave, having received an invitation 
to tea the next day; agreeable to his en- 
gagement he came, and was particularly 
attentive to Lavinia— the day after he 
viſited them again, and ſo continued 
every ſucceeding one! his behaviour to 
Lavinia ſoon grew more free, which ſhe' 
repreſented to Mrs. Wilmott, who mere- 
ly turned it off with a laugh, faying ſhe 
had made a conqueſt of her couſin- But 
Lavinia was not to be ſatisfied in that 
manner. — The next time he came he 
proceeded to take liberties which ſo 
offended Lavinia, that ſhe told Mrs. 
Wilmott that either he muſt diſcontinue _. 
his viſits, or ſhe ſhould be obliged to put 
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an end to their connection; Mrs. Wil. 
mott grew ſerious, but ſtill the ſame gen. 
tleman was permitted to come without 
any alteration in his conduct, upon which 
Lavinia gave Mrs. Wilmott notice that 
ſhe ſhould leave her the next day; to 
this ſhe objected, as there were accounts 
to ſettle, and money due for her board 
and lodging; taking out her purſe, ſhe 
faid ſhe was ready to ſettle Immediately; 
this ſtartled Mrs. Wilmott, who in a 
ſtammering tone, replied that it would 
take ſome time to ſettle them Lavinia 
offered to leave her trunk as ſecurity ſor 
the payment; to which Mrs. Wilmott 
alſo objected, and aſſuming a harſh tone 
of voice, added © that ſhe ſhould not 
ergo out of her houſe, till ſhe Nw 
« Wilmott) pleaſed.” 

Lavinia was aſtoniſhed, and for a mo- 
ment was beteft of words; at length ſhe 
deſired to know why; to this no anſwer 


vas returned, but leaving the room Mrs. 
; Wilmott 


Wilmott very deliberately locked the door 
on the outſide. Lavinia's foreboding 
heart ſaw ſome deſign was on foot againſt 
her; ſhe had no dependance for relief 
on any but her faithful William, whom 
ſhe did not doubt they would impoſe on 
by ſome ſcheme or other, nor were her 
ſuſpicions groundleſs. 
William game according to cuſtom, 
but was informed by Mrs. Wilmot that 
his miſtreſs was gone into the country— 
the old man was furpriſed, and demanded 
to know where. 

« To the place from whence ſhe came, 
« (replied Mrs. Wilmott) and defired 
« you would follow her.“ 

The poor man ſtill faithful to His miſ- 
treſs, reſolved to obey, thinking that 
ſome buſineſs might have called her back 


to Mrs. Spencer's houſe, and he lat out 


_ accordingly. 
In the mean time Lavigia allied he 
n Ne terrible eee ſhe placed 


chairs 
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chairs and drawers a gainſt the door, and 
did not undreſs herſelf the whole night, 
The next day ſhe paſſed in her own 
room; in the evening Mrs. Wilmott in. 
formed her that if ſne choſe to come 
down to the parlour ſhe, Mrs. Wilmott, 
was ready to ſettle and part.— This was 
Joyful zidings to Miſs: Oſmond who rea. 
dily complied. —When ſhe came down 
ſtairs ſhe found Mrs. Wilmott exceed. 
ingly civil; ſhe begged Miſs Oſmond 
would excuſe any thing ſhe might have 
ſaid in haſte and hoped ſhe would not 
think of quitting their partnerſhip—La- 
vinia remained firm and declared ſhe 
was reſolved to quit the houſe immedi- 
ately—that could not be as ſhe would 
experience much inconvenience from 
going out fo late, at all events ſhe bad 
better defer it till the morning—Miſs 
Oſmond felt the ſull force of the obſer- 
vation but thought ſhe ſhould be more 


ſafe at the inn ſhe went to on her coming 
| to 


5 4 $ if 
, * * 
: I 
= 2 " 4 — > 
* F 3 7 q = * ** 
* * * * — . . 1 
2 > R. Ka * 5 2 4 * N 


to town, therefore was not to be per- 

| ſuaded from her determination — the ac- 
counts were produced, and though to no 
great amount they were rendered as in- 
tricate as poſſible.— Mrs. Wilmott had 
the management of them her own way, 
Lavinia's mind was ſo fixed upon getting 
away that ſhe could attend to little elſe: 
the balance being drawn ſhe diſcharged it 
and then prepared to depart.— She ſent 

for William but he was not to be found; 
that was extremely ſtrange ſhe thought, 
but as a hackney coach could convey her 
it was no great conſequence, ſhe there- 
fore deſired one might be procured. 

So much delay had taken place that 
when the coach came to the door it was 
near eleven o'clock — heedleſs of the 
time of night Lavinia had her trunks - 
put in and was following them, when, as 
ſhe put her foot upon the ſtep of the 
coach, a voice accoſted her with 
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„ So, madam, I have found you at 


| cc laſt. ON | | 
Lavinia being in turned round to ſee 
Nen whom the voice proceeded, and to 


her. aſtoniſhment beheld at the fide of 


the coach, the perſon whom ſhe had met 


at Vauxhall. "IP 
« Aye, well you may look confound. 
* ed, (continued he) you expetted to 


« have got off by night, but now III 


stake care of you.” And fo ſaying he 
Vas proceeding to ſtep into the coach to 
her, but which Miſs Oſmond, al moſt ter. 
xified out of her wits,  ſtrenuouſly op- 
poſed, charging the coachman not to let 


him enter as he really had no buſineſs 


with her—the coachman complied with 
her requeſt, a buſtle enſued, a number 
of people came up, and ſeveral of them 
appeared inclined to take her part until 
he put an end to their interference by 
declaring ſhe was his wife, that ſhe bad 


* from him, and that he had been 
ſev eral: 


AR LEV. 193 
ſevetal days in ſearch of her This feign- 
ed ſtory had its deſired effect, nor could 
any aſſertion of her's induce the people 
to diſcredit it in defiance of her oppo- 
ſition he got into the coach and having 
taken care to put a half. crown in the 
coachman's hand he drove off with wem of 
at a furious rate. | 
The confidence of her Arts gave 
Lavinia no hopes of obtaining favour by 
entreaty, and how to get from him was 
out of her power to conjecture they 
had not proceeded far before he began 
to take liberties; putting his arm round 
her waſte, he preſſed her to his boſom 
and raviſhed kiſſes from her—for ſome 
time ſhe ſtruggled in vaio, till at length, 
by a violent effort ſhe diſentangled her- 
ſelf from his arms, and leaning as far as 
poſſible out of the coach window ſhe 
ſhriek d inceſſantly—all his endeavours 
to force her into the coach again were 
fruitleſs, and in this manner they paſſed 
VOL, I, K through 
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3% YO, Maden, I have found you at 
| cc laſt, "of 
Lavinia being in turned round to A 
from, whom the voice proceeded, and to 
her. aſtoniſhment beheld at the fide of 
the coach, the perſon whom ſhe had met 
at Vauxhall. 
« Aye, well you may look confound. 
* ed, (continued he) you expetted to 
« have got off by night, but now Ill. 
take care of you.“ And ſo ſaying he 
Vas proceeding to ſtep into the coach to 
her, but which Miſs Oſmond, almoſt ter- 
rified out of her wits,  ſtrenuoufly op- 
poſed, charging the coachman not to let 
him enter as he really had no buſineſs 
with her— the coachman complied with 
her requeſt, a buſtle enſued, a number 
of people came up, and ſeveral of them 
appeared inclined to take her part until 
he put an end to their interference by 
declaring ſhe was his wife, that ſhe had 


zen ah from him, and that he had been 
ſev eral: 


3 
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' ſeveral days in ſearch of her This feign- 


ed ſtory had its deſired effect, nor could 


any aſſertion of her's induce the people 


to diſcredit it —in defiance of her oppo- 
ſition he got into the coach and having Wl 
taken care to put a half-crown in the = 
coachman's hand he drove off with them. , if 
at a furious rate. 
The confidence of her Aulter gave 
Lavinia no hopes of obtaining favour by 
entreaty, and how to get from him was 
out of her power to conjecture they 
had not proceeded far before he began 
to take liberties; putting his arm round 
her waſte, he preſſed her to his boſom 
and raviſhed kiffes from her—for ſome 
time ſhe ſtruggled in vain, till at length, 


by a violent effort ſhe diſentangled her- 


ſelf from his arms, and leaning as far as 
poſſible out of the coach window ſhe 
ſhriek d inceſſantly—all' his endeavours 
to force her into the coach again were 
fruitleſs; and in this. manner they paſſed 
VOL, II. K through 
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through ſeveral ſtreets, Lavinia till 
ſcreaming for aſſiſtance. The coachman 
was called to but he refuſed to ſtop, hap- 
pily however in this country there is a 
genial ſpirit ever ready to ſtep in for the 
reliefofthe diſtreſs d- Miſs Olmond found 


it ſo—the horſes were ſtopp'd, watchmen 


call'd to lay hold of them, the coach door 
opened and Lavinia fell liſeleſs into the 
arms of her deliverer. 

While their attention was taken up in 
aſſiſting Miſs Oſmond the pretended 
couſin of Mrs. Wilmott made his eſcape. 
She ſoon recovering, and the gentleman 
who had taken her from the coach de- 
firing ſhe would not be alarmed, ſhe 
ſtarted from his arms and af 
ejaculated, 

% Mr. Arley, my preſerver!“ 

The well-known voice vibrating on his 


ear occaſioned a thouſand different emo- 


tions in his breaſt. 


a 


« Mils 
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ne Miſs Ofmond! (faid he) Heaven 
« has indeed been kind to ſend me to 
thy relief ! but come this is not a place 
« for argument, where ſhall I conduct 


c 


-x 


II you : F 1 


Lavinia ſhortly cakes the ſubſtance. 


of her tale, and where ſhe was going.— 


Arley wiſhed to give the raviſher in cuſ- 
tody but he had ſecured himſelf by flight ; 


the coach was. {till there, into which he 
put her, and deſired ſhe would permit 
him to attend her to his friend Clareville's, 
where ſhe might remain, at leaſt till the 
morning, in ſalety, as he did not think 
an inn a proper place for her to go to. 
With a modeſt reluQance ſhe conſented, 

and the coach was directed there accord. 
ingly— With much pleaſure Frederick 
introduced the fair fugitive to Charles 
and Louiſa, who received her with un- 
teigned joy. Arley related the manner 
in which he had met with her, and as a 
neceſſary juſlification of herſelf Miſs 
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296 FELSY. 
Oſmond informed them of all that had 
happened to her from the morning ſhe 
left Berkley- ſquare; they united in pity- 
ing her in the diſtreſſes ſhe had under. 
gone and in rejoicing at her having once 
more ſo happily ſurmounted them. _ 

Arxley was ſo happy in having reſcued 
Miſs Oſmond and fo delighted in her 
company that, notwithſtanding the late- 
nels of the hour, it was with difficulty 
he could bring himſelf to take his leave; 
he was, however, under the neceſſity of 
doing fo, and leaving Lavinia to enjoy 
that repole her exhauſled [pirits ſtood lo 
| _— in need of, * 

On his return to Pall Mall N thoughts 
were fully employed upon the event; be 
had not a ſingle doubt of the, veracity of 
Mils Oſmond's relation, for ſince his ar- 
rival in town he had ſeen Lord Walton, 
who, upon being charged with Lady Ma- 


. tildaꝰs confeſſion, acknowledged the whole 


We, declaring at the ſame time 
"a that 
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that ſne had effected her eſcape and al” 
though he uſed the utmoſt diligence. he 
had not been able to obtain the en 


1 


trace of her. 


The buſineſs which hurried: Frederick 
to town be had happily effected with lit- 
tle or no difficulty—when he waited up- 
on his uncle, the firſt ſalutations being 
over, Arley ſaid he had a rang demand 


upon him. | 
„A demand upon me, Fred! ** 


_« what? (ſaid the old en I don bone 


« you any thing.” 
« You did my father, Sir, 2 nd is 


« pretty nearly the ſame thing.— I have 
« alittle bit of paper here of your's, for 
« twenty thouſand pounds.” 

« What? twenty thouſand e 


« Gadſo, I, 1 _—_ you ſaid it was a 
% trifle!“ 


F rederick produced the bond * ths „ 
old man perceiving all prevarication uſe. 


lefs and that he was not able to perſuade 
K 3 his 
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his nephew that he did not want the mo- 
ney, he, with an aching heart at being 
obliged to part with fo large a ſum, gave 
him a draft upon his banker. 

Frederick thanking his uncle for his 
treaſurerſhip bid him good morning and 
went to receive the money—he had gone 
afterwards to dine with Clareville, where 
he related his good fortune, ſpent the 
evening with them in the higheſt ſpirits, 
and -was returning home from thence 
when he luckily met with Miſs Olmond 
and effected her reſcue. 

The next morning Frederick atoſe 
early and went to breakfaſt at Clare- 
ville's — Though much emboldened by 
the polite attention of the amiable Loui- 
fa, yet Miſs Oſmond felt much confuſed | . 
at the entrance of Arley—ſhe was now 
ſtruck wirh his being in deep mourning, 
a circumſtance that had eſcaped her no- 
* tice on the preceding evening—ſhe felt 
a more than ordinary curiofity to know 

whom 


whom he had loſt yet ſhe dared not make 


any enquiry, but as Arley had come fully 


reſolved upon his conduct that curioſity 


was not ſuffered to remain long in ſuſ- 


pence, for the moment the breakfaft was 
over, heedleſs of the preſence of Charles 


and Louiſa, he addrels'd her in the moſt 
tender aud paſſionate manner; related 
his having been married to Lady Matil- 


da and her recent death; but proteſted 
that marriage would never have taken 


place bad he not been led to believe La- 
vinia had rejected that heart which never 


had or could bear affettion to another. 
en needleſs to repeat what was ſaid on 
this occaſion ; Miſs Oſmond's affections 
were too much intereſted in his favour 
to hold out long againſt the preſſing ſo- 
licitations of Frederick—In a word ſhe 
conſented to make him happy and it was 
ſettled that their nuptuals ſhould take 


place as foon as he had paid that. reſpett 


to the memory of Lady Matilda which 
decency required. 
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N OT many days after, as Frederick 
was fitting at breakfaſt alone, he re- 
ceived a viſit from his ſilent friend, to 
whom he briefly related the variety of 
incidents to which he had been ſub- 
jected fince he left town with Lady Ma- 
tilda, his fortunate meeting with the ob- 
JeR of his affections, and the proſpect 
he now had of being amply recompen- 
fed for all his former vexations.— Mr. 
Manſell, with tears ſtealing down his 
cheeks, took Arley by the hand, and 
ſeemed fervently to congratulate him 
SUDICEET. 8 upon 


upon his happineſs. As Frederick could 
not now live abſent from his deareſt 
Lavinia, of courſe, as ſoon as he was 
dreſſed, he prepared to go to Stz, Al- 
ban's-ſtreet, and prevailed upon Man- 
ſell to accompany him. When they ar- 


rived, Clareville and his Louiſa receiv- 


ed their new guelt couritouſiy, but his 
eyes from the entrance into the room 
were fixed on Lavinia At n EN re- 
derick leading her to him, ſaid 
Give me leave, Sir, to 1 my 
future bride to you; — Miſs Olmond.,” 
At the mention of her name, * 
Manſell ſtarted back, took hold of her 
hand, and burſt into tears; Lavinia 
all were affected: taking out his pencil, 
he wrote on a piece ol a paper, a deſire 
to know whether her mother's name way 
Lavinia, and whether ſhe did not live 
at vun, ſhe anſwered in the affirma- 


tive—dropp ng down on his knees, he | 


exclaimed in a fervent voice: 
ct K 5 1 Gracious 


R L E _ 
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Gracious God, for this I thank 


« 


Lavinia, he claſped her in his arms, 


hd 


be. Aſtoniſhment ſealed up the lips of. 
every one—* J ſee my good friends your 
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ac 


cc 


cc 


ec 


c 


the time I came into poſſeſſion of a 
good eſtate; ſoon after which I mar- 


and in an expenſive manner; both 


partook of it largely—unhappily I was 


thee”—then riſing, and going up to 


have I then found my daughter?” ſaid 


ſurpriſe, but I will relate to you the 
events of my unfortunate life, from 


ried my dear Lavinia; we lived gay, 


of us were fond of pleaſure, and we 


alſo fond of gaming—one evening be- 
ing rather intoxicated, my aſſociates 
arged me to play deep, and in that 


one night I loſt my whole eſtate— 1 
had now nothing left, but my furni- 


—_ 


* b 


ture, carriage and horſes, which 1 


* fold—not a reflection did my wife ut- 


«, ter, but tried to ſooth me as much as 


os 


* poſſible ; 5 but it was in vain ; her ten- 
40 derneſs 
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« derneſs diſtracted me the more, and 
I could not bear the light of her whom 
I had reduced to poverty; I was there- f 
« fore determined to leave her, and 
„ abandon this poor girl. Taking the 
« produce of my property, I went to my 
« friend, Forſter, and requeſted him to 
« take it with a letter to my wife. Finding 
« me deaf to all perſuaſions, he promi- 
« ſed not only to oblige me, but to- 
* ſhew them every favour in his power, 
, until my return, which I declared 
« ſhould never be until I could ſupport 
« them in the ſame manner I hitherto: . 
had done. With this reſolution I ſat 
« out for India, got into the company's: . 
e ſervice, and ſoon after into that of 
e the Nabob of Arcot. Here I was 


Lay 


— 4 


c 


* 


in a ſituation to ſave money, and re- 


“ gularly remitted a ſum every year to 
* my friend, for the uſe of my wife and 

* child, but ſtriftly enjoining him to ſe- 
© crecy' 


1 crecy as to the part of the al 1 
cc was 8 | Ring 
* Succeſs ilivike crowned ſeveral of 
« the expeditions in which I was ſent, 
* 1 thought of returning to England; 
« converting all my effects into bills on 
« the Eaſt India Company, I took my 
« paſſage in one of their ſhips. Immedi- 
c ately on my arrival, I flewto where my 
« wife lived ; but what was my griefto find 
« that ſhe had been dead ſome time; 
« my friend was dead alſo, and the on- 
« ly tidings I could learn of my child, 
& was from his wife, who believed ſne 
« was alive, but could give me no clue 
« to find her. TA 
2 made a vowneverto utter a word 
« till J had learnt ſomething. of my 
daughter, to go by the name of Man- 
« fell, my wife's maiden name, ſuppo- 


« ſing it tbe moſt likely to lead to a 


« diſcovery—never to have a ſettled 


« * home, but to wander about without 
« any 
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a any babitation; to go to all places of 


« entertainment, in hopes chance. might 
«, diſcover her; and to the houſes of 


« ſickneſs and ſorrow, in order to atone : 


e for my former extravagance—l con- 
« feſs I had long deſpaired of finding 
« my child; but merciful Heaven has 
« accompliſhed my wiſhes, and I am 
«© now content to leave this vale of tears, | 
« whenever it ſhall pleaſe God to call 


23 


* a 


.cc me. 


Lavinia flew to her father, and in- 


treated his bleſſing; Frederick alſo re- 
queſted his conſent to their union, which 
Mr. Oſmond, (Manſell now no more) 
Joyfully conſented to; promiſing that 
her fortune ſhould exceed their moſt 
ſanguine expectations during the courſe 
of the evening, Mr. Oſmond preſented 
his daughter with a miniature picture of 
her -mother, which was reckoned an 


amazing likeneſs; he deſired to hear 
the events of her life, which when ſhe. 


had 


* 2 _ 
ay ” 3... ©. | 
* 2 * < * * SV. * 
_ 1 _ 3 


bad recounted, he embraced her ten. 
derly, and with tears in his eyes, re 
turned thanks to Heaven for protefling 
her in all her misfortunes, and enabling 
her to endure them with fortitude, 


* a 
W..., *. % 
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CHAPTER the LAST. 


The FINALE. 


Wuar remains io be added? Fre- 
derick, the happieſt of men, could only 
have his happineſs increaſed by the ar- 
rival of that day which was to unite him 
for ever to his Lavinia—it came at 
length; the gentle maid habited in 
white ſattin, with diamond ſprigs in her 

hair, looked like lovelineſs itſel.— Frede- 
rick's eyes ſparkled at her approach. 


Accompanied only by Mr. Oſmond, 


Clareville, and the amiable Louiſa, they 
| proceeded to church; when the cere- 
mony being performed, the whole party 
ſet out for Arley's ſeat in the country, 
where this deferving pair have lived ma- 
ny 


— 
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ny years in mutual felicity, bleſt with” a 
numerous offspring, and happy as vir- 
tue, rectitude, and religion can make 
them. 

But there are ſome perſons beide 
in theſe volumes, of whom our readers 
may wiſh us to give a ſhort account. 

Lord Clareville relaxed not his pride 
till on his death bed; he then ſent for 
his ſon Charles, and his wife, beſtowed 


on them his bleffing, and left them a ve- 
ry handſome fortune, with which he 
- purchaſed an eſtate near to his friend, 


Arley, between whoſe families a con- 
ſtant intercourſe, and inſeparable friend- 


-fhip was maintained. 
Lady Clareville, after his Lordſhip's 


death, reſolved to ſpend the reſt of her 
days with Charles, and his lovely Louiſa, 
-who both ſtudied how to render the even- 


ing of her life ſerene and peaceful. 
As for Lord Walton, the death of his 


fathge'only gave him more power to in- 


| * 12 ” * 7 | dulge 


ARLEY. ag 


dulge his ruinous purſuits, and he now 
lives a worn out e of a. broken 
debauchce. | | 
Sir George Molton "oh bein e 
vered by Frederick, fled to the Conti- 
nent, where he was killed in a duel, for 
| attempting. to ſeduce the wife of an Ita- 
| lian Count. | 
: Mr. Robert Arley, ill continues 
hoarding up. wealth, and his great am- 
bition and aim is to increale thoſe riches 
his father, who died a few months af- 
ter paying the twenty thouſand pounds 
to Frederick, had left him; and in this 
he bas ſucceeded. _ | 
Miſs Polly, though diſappointed i in ber 
aim upon her couſin, did not give her- 
ſelf up to deſpair ; ſhe is now married to 
a wealthy cit, and helps to ſpend his 
money in the faſhionable circle of Gioſ- 
venor-ſquare, 06a 
With reſpect to Frederick and his 
charming bride, their happineſs was 
lob complete 


* 
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. eo Ned of each other, eve. 
ry wiſh was accompliſhed, and the writer 
of theſe Memoirs as often heard him fay, 
that if it be poſſible for mortal on this 
ſide eternity, to have a foretaſte of 
that bliſs, which the deſerving are led to 
expe in the world to come, his certain- 
ly was that happy enviable lot. 


— 
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